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Far better than. W1cxEeD 


PROSPERITY: 


The Rage of the Wicked, ſhould not 
Hinder the Race of the God] Y. 


Being a few Comfortable Reaſons or Encouragemonts 

- againſt the Fear and 'Terrour of-Man : Very Sea-- 
ſonable & Sutable for the Conſideration of God's 
People in this Day of Tryal, to Fortifie them a- 
gainit all Troubles and Oppdfitions whatſoever. 


Together with a Heavenly Diſcaurſe concerning the Saints 
- in their Kingdom ; Wherein is Diſcovered the Excellen- 
Cy of the Kingdom i it ſelf; and the Wonderful Glory and - 
Happineſs of the Saints in | their Heavenly Habitation.” 


© By Edward Noble, in unworthy Seryant and 
Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt,  _. " 


Iſa. 41.14, Fear wt thou, Warm Jacob, and * few Mem of of 
Iſrael; 1will help thee, ſaith the Lord. 
| Rev.2. 10, Fear none of thoſe things which thou ſhalt Suffer ; 
. Behold the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Priſon, that ye may 
beTryed: And Je ſhall have Tribulation certain Dayes : But 
be chow Faithful wnto Death, and thou ſhalt recerve a Cr rows. 
of Life. | 
Matth,$.10.- Bleſſed are they which are Perſecuted for Ri on: 
Teonſnif, Jag, for theirs 1s the Kingdom of Heaven, 
London, Printed by S. Dover -in Chrifaphers Al Aleyin. in: 
: __—_— near bovngoce x61, ETD nes 
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To his Dear and muth Ref efled Father - avid hhngs fo 
the fleſh) F&XANCIS NoBLE; 'one of the'' © 
+. + * Lords faithful Servants, and Stewards of his 
| Fr "5 And one of. the Right Honour - 
- able Society of Saints; in a Ehith-- 
| of the GoSPpEL. | 


Dear and Well-beleded Father, 


Ot only t the Bonds of Nature; and the knot of Re- 
- ation betwixt us, but alſo the great Cord of Af- 
 fetion and Chriſtianity, hath drawn me forth, 
. andinduceqdme to Dedicate theſe my weak fruits of Labour 
On 0 and Zove-unto your ſerious and” s pious Coufideration : : judg- 
TRE ing it may, be a ng Maiufeſt ation of nay Dut "toward; 
you, anda fignal Token of” that tender Love and Reſpelf, . 
which your Deſerts ( through” Grace) calls for at my hands: 
- It is not Silver nor Gold, Money nor Riches that I haye here 
to preſent unto you, or to accommodate you withal ; but 
ſuch as my Heavenly Father hath (out of his abundant'trea- 
ſures ). beſtowed upon me: It is not "Earthl ly ſhadows of a, 
Temporal Conternment, but Heavenly $ ubfancs of a Spiritual 
Nature ;-Therefpre what I have Received,I freely and cor- 
dially i 1mpart gato you, hoping itwill bean acceptable To- 23 
 kenuntoyoy, Your Azed Yeors I Honour, and your Gray :] 
. -  Hairs 1 Reyerence; eſpe pecially being found in the-Path of. 
| Righteouſneſs : for give Me leave to tell you, that it's 'Per- 
ze and Plety that makes Age truly Honourable-and Preci- _ 
ous, - more thap Treafures of Riches, where Godlinels: is -# 
waiting, | It's no ſmall Toy unto eg: FConfider you, x 
- not ..:-; 
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notiouly 2s try Fatherin'che fleſs but alſo Relateil to me inthe 
_ "Sprret; Thatthere is anearer Relation betwixtus than what 
is outward, and a more excellent Afinity between us than 
thatof Nature ; Our Natural Relations are:but ſhadows and 
husks, and of a momentary ſtanding ; but Spiritual Affinity 
is a fountain of Joy that abides for ever ; the former will pe- 
riſh and ceaſe from berng, but the /azter ſhall continue, and 
© never havean end. It's matter of yes Rejoycing -to me, 
when I Configer how you: preſs forward and perſevere in 
the wayes of God,even to your latter.dayes, and in the midft 
of Troubles, that you are not frighted from the Truth,by the 
frowns of men, but ſtill you continue faithful to the Purzty of 
the Goſpel,notwithſtanding the zhreatning rune and {þoil that 
attends it. - Oh! how many have run well in their young 
dayes, and gone on eminently for God in a Day of Profper:- 
- ty, and yet 1n the time of Perſecution, or elſe inthetime of 
old Age have grown weary of God, and declined his wayes 
and Worſhip; and have minded their own eaſe and Intereſt, 
more thanthe Glory of God | But blefſed bethe Lord, it's 


otherwiſe with you, it is not /ength of time that hath dimi- 


- Niſhed your Love to God; nor Changes of Providences that 
hath abated your zeal to the Truth, nor Alterations in 
Church and State, that hath altered your Refolutions in 
the Work and Service of your Heavenly Father. © 
Dear Father : You have lived to behold fundry and yari- 
ous D:fpenſations of God, and you haye ſeen-much of the 
out-gomngs and in-comings of the Lord in this Land of our Na- 
tivity ; and you have experienced much of the Power and 
.Goodneſs off mighty Jehovah in ſeveral Conditions, both in 
Proſperity and Adverſity, in Sickneſs and in Health ; yea, in 
the midſt of D:ſcouragements, you have received Comforts 
from God; andinthe midſt of Trowbles, you have received 


Strength from the Lord : You haye ſeen the Churches of 
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Chriſt Aouriſhing and ſhining in theſe Nations, and the Eue- 
mes thereof confounded and brought to ſhame: Youreyes 
have beheld what a Wall of Defence-the Rock of Apes hath 
been to his People, and how he hath made their Enetiiies 


(though more and Mightier ) to become Tributary and Ser- - - 


vants to them 3 and how he had placed men fearing God, 
in great Places of Truſt ; and thoſe that —_ Vertue, 
and Pietyy in Places of great Afﬀairs 5 by whiCh means Ma- 
tracy became a Terrour to evil-doers, & 
that did well 5 and Rel:gron, Vertue and Z 


raiſe to then 
lineſs was Coun- . 


tenanced, Upheld and Maintained by.a face of Authority in 


W 


theſe Nations, in your deyes. . - 
But now you have lived to ſee a mighty Change, and a 


wonderful Alteration, another World ( as it were ) flowing 


with ſin and Iniquity, wherein the Church of Chriſt is very 
low, poor and contemptible 5 and the Vineyard of our God hath. 


| beenlaidopento ravenous Beaſts, & the Boar out of the Wood 


bath laid it waſte ; ahd they have through their Subtilty 


_ cauſed _ tall Cedars to fall, and by their Power haves 


Cruſhed and Opprefſed the tender Plants and Yes, anda 
great Inundation of Sin and Prophaneſs over-flows the Na- 
tion, Well, our Godis at Work, and he-will certainly d6 
great things for $zor, and will in his due time turn all things 
to his own Glory, and his Peoples great Good and Benefit : 


Whether you may live to ſee the Redemption of Sion, or the + 
_ Churches flouriſh again in this Nation, I cannottell ; But of 
this I am perſwaded, That you will one Day enjoy a far bet- 


ter ſtate of Joy and Perfection, without mixture or Chang- 


* ableneſs; and therefore as a Cordial to your Soul in this. 


earthly Pilgrimage, I have briefly ſet before you a glimpſe 
of that Glory and Happineſs which the Saints ſhall enjoy in 
their Father's Kmgdem ; which Portion 1doubt not but you 
canclaun an Intereſt in, and I hope you will aſfuredly en- 

| | | * joy 
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Joy and polſleſs it, when the Zarth and Heavens ſhall be no 
more. Ttndeed, Conſidering your day z drawing to a period, 
andthe great Troubles, Calanuties, and Affiztrons which you 
have ſeen, felt, and undergone ; I did judge that I could nor 
preſentunto you amore ſerious, ſutable, and ſeaſondble Saub- 
zeetthan this, And Conſidering the Troubles of the Day, 
and the. Rage of the Adverſary, I have here drawn forth a 
Cord of Encouragement, out of the Scriptures of Comfort, as a 
means to Arm and Fortifie our Soz/s againſt the Fear and 
Terrour of Man 3 that we may Chearfully & Faithfully fand 
to the 1Vork of the Lord, notwithſtanding the great Oppo- 
fitrons which we may meet withal from the Sous of Men. 

It's that which I Per'd in the time of my Reftraznt and 
Tmpriſonment, when my Soul was much exerciſed inthe 
Thoughts of God's Gooanefs 5 And truly, my Soul hath ſuck- 
ed much iweetneſs out of this Heavenly Fountain ; and it's 
that which hath much Refreſhed, Comtorted and born me 
up in the midſt of my Sufferings and Tryals ; AndI hope it 


_ will(through the Blefling of God) be of theſame uſe uhto - 


your Sozl. che 
If the Lord by this Diſcourſe ſhould make me (who is the 


. Fruit of your Body) an 1»ſtrument of Joy and Comfort to 


your Soul, in this Day of trouble and arfficulty, 1 ſhall think 
my ſelt largely Requited for my Labour in Writing ; and 
ſhall earneſtly deſire that God may have the Glory : There- 
fore to that end, I ſhall Commend the following D:/courſe 
to the Bleſting of God, and your ſerious peruſal ; and 
"5 TT | 9-7 IO x 
Yours by Relation and Afﬀettion, to ſerve 
you as a Son, and a Servant in Chriſt, 
EDW,. NOBLE. 
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To the Honeſt, and Well Aﬀeated 
Chriſtian READER, | : : 
F thou art milling to walk in the Paths of Righteanſneſs, 


that theu mayeſt enjay Peace and Favour with God; Thou 
muſt expert to meet with many Trouhles, and Afjliftions, 


 Tryals and Temptations. thes Earthly Pulgrimage, and many 


Di/quietments from the hands af men: For here thou art but'as 
a poor Traveller in a ſtrange Countrey, ſubjeft to be much wrong- 
ed andabuſed by the men of this World 5 becauſe thou belongeſt 
to another Countrey, aud canſt not Travel with them in the Road 
of Iniquity : mſomach that thy Portion: ( it may be ) here may 


. ſeem to be grievous, and thy Burden niay ſeem to be heavy : 


Therefore out of tender Love to thy Soul, I have here Compound- 
ed a Choice Cordial for thee, as a means to Comfort and Encou- 


rage thee in thy Chriſtian Progreſs, that thou mayeſt not faint, 


nor be weary m mell-deing ; for this I can aſſure thee, and that . 
by Experience, That if thou doſt but carry this Heavenly Cordt- 
al along with thee upon thy Heart, it wilb make the bittereſt 
Cup of Affiiftion ſweet and pleaſant to thee ; and the greateſt 
Burden of Grief and Miſery fhall be light and eafie untathy 
Soul: Andif thou canft but taſte the ſweetneſs of if, by Expe- 
rience upon thy Soul, it will make thee think, thy ſelf happy, 
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3 To the READER  - 

.. though inthemilſt of Miſery, and make thee Rejoyce, though 

zn the midſt of Sorrow, and give thee occaſion to bleſs and; praiſe 
Eye ghe 


- 
” 


the Name of the Lord, for the worſt of DiſÞ: F 
' . Andleſithou ſhouldſt at any time be filed and overcome with 
laviſh Fear, under the Confideration of thy Earthly Adverſa- 
ries, and be frighted from the Truth by the frowning Rage of 
thy Enemnaes 5 1 here preſent thee with an Excellent Antidote. 
againft the Fear end Terrour of Man: which 1s known by Ex 
pertence;- to be of "a, wonderful firengthning Nature, and if it 
be kindly received into thy Soul, it will ſufficiently Fortafie and. 
Encourage thee againſt all Oppoſitions whatſoever,-and make thee 
| ny and Couragious for the Cauſe of God, and Crown theg with 
ory in Life Eternal. Tn bs _ dd. 
So £-ſhall commit both thee, and the following Diſcourſe, 79a. 
the Bleſſmng of God, deſiring thee to Read 'it Conſiderately, and 
' peruſett in Love, that ſoit may prove as Food to thy Soul, and 
Strength to thy Inward Man, tothe Praiſe and Glory of him, 


mho-hath called thee out of Darknels,into his marvellous Light; »Þ- 
which is the Earneſt defire of his Soul, who is, | 
I ta Ok Thy Faithful Friend and Seryant, in F | 
the Concernments of Jeſus Chriſt, E. 7 
: 4 EDwARD NoBLE. | 1 
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AStrong -Motive'to faithful Perſeverance in the 
.. Wark, of the Aingdome; . drawn from. that 
RI, » Excellent ſaying- of our Lord Jeſus 42 RNs i 


Chriſt, recorded in Luk. 12-32. * 


© Far not" Little Flock, for it 1s: your. Father s good 


7," 


226%” pleaſure to'give you the Kingdom. © © , 
O77! V27%4 I 3-3? wha ; Fl. c <2" do A oo 
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eſe Words were ſpoken by no meaner a Perſon, than. 
: $2 Hihnj whom all itians do freely and readily: ac-_ 
: knowledge to be the Sor of God, the Lord.of Life, and 
- i; Prince-of Petce, even: Jeſus Chriſt the Kighteons:+ And 
therefore this. in the: firſt Place Conſidered, the words themſelves 
| doin a'fpecial: manner loudly. Call for, and require our more ſeri- 
: os ous and ſgber Confideration:: And the Confideration therebfſhould 
7 . : mightily induce us tobeready and wilting to receive-and/imbrace 
E- 4 that ine and Counſel which is comprehended.in theſe Woids, 
| becauſethey proceeded out of: the mouth of ſo graczoms, wiſe,-and 
þ wonderful C's oxnſcltor ; One, whom his very Enemies: could notbut 
Confeſsdid ſpeak as never. man ſpake, Joh. 7. 46. And. thoſe that 
were his Followers, :and-had 'rhuch Experience iconcerning' him, 
- do faithfnllydeclare;that he had tbet##ords of ereraaltife, Joh..6.:68, 
bs Therefore turely thefe Words mult.needs be of arvexceltent nature, 
and of great:Concernment tinta our Souls; if we'do but give dili- 
_ ——— gent heed theraunts.;//'and: without:doubr,' if the Potirme of this 
LY Text; _ grows — of gs. we thould"de able is 
zrapplewith, - t victory. over all-the Temptations; 'Tryalsy 
=: - (oo wary os: Bis Liſe,. and” our Contains would mich. 


tily conduce to.the' Glory.of God, - and to the: Eternal well-being . 
etour Souls:in the Warld to come... fe dr es 
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2 An Excellent Antidote againſt the fear of Man, 


Well, but letus.come a little cloſer to the Words themſelves, 


and let us ſee what this if onnſgllhr? would aye Ys 
thence ; zpd ler yo4Jif if « examnin&s ar ENSOULA rack 
ave U$to-tect "FD BY pers = _ 
os In the- Words- chemſehvosy -you- have ts HRT 
ings. 
I. Hereis an Exhortation, 'or rather a Dehangabob, togebort ws 
from ſomething which cage nor rob to be Hand. an us x, ore 
plainly, here is > an Injan& met ay 


= Duty, hich is; Nat p & Grady Catrareilzo tab words, 

AY not 

2.Here are the Perſons included;upon who! this Du exe enjoyn- 

ed; and they are the Diſciples fre <Þ., pas Bei Com- 
prebended i in theſe. words, | Lit Res 


HE” 4 Mereis a great Fogel ey AU Or 
the Exhortation, or 'fo' "up bo put his neceſlary Daty 
Practice ; ad that's in theſe words, [For s it's 5 your Father 's 


cps to giv Jo the Kingdom, \ | 10] 
| eafan faſficient to euforce the Duty, and/r Rallahce 
exper ye narg | w £7 03 S%D9)] v9 | 


Le 18 fameWhat requiſite. thas tho ould ſpeak 
this word [ Fear ] before L cams the Qbſerme roof: the Taxs: 
Far ny _ NO -— ur Savrouir' 
' | Fear we do but perute - the fone 
may very clearly be dafcerned; that be are) arent *wri/in 
tingof theſe 4 forts of Fear : _ Nitin be aftaid of nuae; var of 
any thing that man can do wnto ws ; a5'you may: cteazly ſec inwerf.4. 
And 6 fay nuto yow,, My Friewds, Be not aftrai of thews that kill the Bos 
dy, andaftermdrds cam de rowhore ©. Fos the-Lord. Jeſus: Clirdt knew 
urght wellz:thar his} Diſciples would belexceedingly hartd by the 
World,; and that. they woake mettimids! implacable'Enendies.and 
Advertaries, whichyoulil them: with great force and cruel» 
tyggn-thenr jol[miey towax avert 'Nove av a means to Eftablifte 
tidgn.inthe Druthy:and.rd artnandfortifiethemagaindl the rerrovr | 
of thefunplacehle @apeficas; he | fproads: fevetab Confiderariaps 
heforefhempfram we), & tolbrenf-13 Ard ac iengetnſums writ ine 
. 2oithis Exhortation-and/ Encouragement, Far - 1 oyoynd och, for 
xs yoiut Father” s goid pleaſart tv gror yok the Ki 

0m Wd By Fe in this Tr -#Þ inte ed vas mach; > Fn 
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 A#Excellient Antidote againſt the Fear of May. $4 
Thit we muſt norbe afraid of wanting Wotdly things relating to 
the vieward Mar, as Food and Rainent, vr any-thing rmarbe 
coftyenient and neceffary for us; for many crimes the World proyes 
fweh2ngre;/and fiich # clogge' © Chniftans, '28- chat ie ferro. ind 
»fle/rhem'ſo, a5 theycinhotranwithparience the Race that is 
fer hefoxe thetn ; _ is teddy” ( many tines.) t0/pull them back'a- 
Stn 1 _ hen they are” Travelling towards-Canaar ; And 
i Ned Denis, fake this Communine of - Saims.in the 
gh \ 4 tilde: Ih With their Aﬀebtions 60 pe Tranſitory 
fo 5:8; ry ' And-many times: Chiiftians are very 
Gd Fes ard Tires, and Petplexities of Spitit,' upon 


the Et Wot featinsthar Hofiweſs and Parity (being 
pho Jeh ag I > wilt nr re. much'to Proertyo. 
And Hey coli friug Sin that Parh, they Null notbi 

Mieto de 3 And {6 :under thitt ration; 

Bn IE mcg U corrupt thetnſelves, andicloſe in 

7 we Pr Advantzze;/ Therefore :#ths the great 

of Git faVIeht Chriſt; t54imt and forafic thei agalinftihiis kind 

wth 1 bis yOrtnny trad at Hd re Riowrerſ. tg, 16/the words 


"and ere Coftics 56 faked his Conchiing InjeaRti- 
is With very Gbofious' Enctitapemnint,” Four ne 
whe Je yr do for Food and Ramen ; -d& bat'ybu continue Fanhfubkin 
$ Ov \ and 6 be e ſure he wAl continue faithful 

| Whatever fHioffes and Eoftts Hou © 
Page het c0odFhea?; keepSnyourtvay; 


yan, Mk? - hall Jargcty be 'fiade atieiide forall; 

Noire non Fold Ley particular! 16:7 For 

r EE | rhp Kingtams, (nn \o von 

Oper na 5 haltnow cone 

4 "dedy Rthing"trodt them of ir f- Doltv$>aObſarvwion; 

tot fy a 1 < PicReLor God )-de of ſoar vſv nies 
I Sos. ifs 


-- "Obferv. x; ; Ying, Oy] FPlick:is' bile 4 Teck Khoury Cor 


rejnpribis 5815-Be ſee ce Floth: k. Lit ri eee 6frhat prear 
Pt, TA hich he cortttafy ty Way?! Meas SH Copteimpt «(in 
Vieeyes of )' in -tolmpa Te of 'the friany Mrohey,' and- 


the _ Noble which obey to parks Privice of this world, Thee ate 
but. few Fell come ane 2bide in the Fold- of Fekits, - becauſe heiwill 
'nof gra © ran era to feed1 —_ ſy RL of: grand 
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4 AnuExcelent Aaracatth or of Mas. 


- Pleaſures ; nor lut themſelves wigh So ed IN There are 2 | 


oreat. many that will run freely and ſyyiftly into the Pach of Iniqui- 
ty ;. but there are buta few. that will.runſo >ficely into the bigh-way 
of Holineſs, and continue jn ; the Paths. of of Righyropineſs Again, 
. there are a great many. that will take abundance Care how they 
may make themſelves Rich, and how they Nay =_ 46 ih the 
World ; - but there are but a-few that will ſa. much b Gat 
they may pleaſsthe Lord, or how they may make themſelves Rich 
in Faith and good Works, | tha ſo they may bg Efe: inthe. dons of 
Heaven... And again, ;There axe a great many, apoliony Deus 
inthe bro ad-way t6 Deferttion,; but there are bus ew: thar follow 
» Jeſus C briſt in the naxrow-way to Saluetion,;, Or ewe #.;the Gates 
and narrow is the Way which 6 Hs = | 6a oy Mite 
nes. .And again, 'meny are C "ary C ah Jv thatſ 
ſeems, Chriſt's Flock.is. ut Little , os, che. Cildce 
are but few. -fig2 
Well, But what's the Reaſon that Chrilt's Fl £4 F Ks _ 
rhat is the Reaſon thatthere are ſo.few, þ 4 fo fans oy) 
vation? What is the Reaſonor Gaul. Cay ew 
are ſavel 7 - I ſhall therefore ( thr Me ol SE | 


to your Conſideration ſome few Res 9s or neg Feſe why F jc ie s * 


few belong to the Flockof Chrif. . . 
 Firf, Neprele, Joh 6 is not -rby K 
Ida nat believe that Rae wel Feng afl in Go ORE 
Hes :-It is not bec determined, OT, Leoiueely 
creed that no mere rims be ſaved, as ſome. weakly in inc ; 

for God defires not the Diath of « Sinner, nor, delights in the Des 
firuftion of any man. bur rather. Arieves and Monrns, Qver Perſons far 
their, // "ay an vring themſelves ; ants troubled, and 
ſortaxviul that, - w6gee 1k we Furu | wnto Fa | Her os Jeond, 
fd B10 Joh a4. compare wick th 
Lok, 19.41,42, &c; Sothat it's clear from al 
gether widsmany. more. Which :might. be given, Thar it is not $2 
cauſe G92 hh abſolutely aged before, the Foundation of - the 
World,-thu go more.thaald be Holy and partaks of Salyazion:; ; For 
be is not willing that any ſhould perith, bur that. ALL * ſhould come 
ro the knowledge of t the Truth, and be ſaved. _ 

Neithztis ar, becauſe Chit Dicdfor noMore, and ſo they: want” 
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toda ke Teavafiler x 
.2i$, Hell vofxol for EXERT along, — arr gy = forthe VVerld, 


Joh; 3/608 9/3; yoo, fav Kforld, 3 Jobs 2:2. There- 
ydi nn. and all are | 


idedisd Beliavei | 3: tbat;x.cannor 
ibe, bebaute)Chunth? & jos tome. ſa in Ob as well -_ 
:xhofs:thit yore comer art vs CNS ,asſor thole rhat believe 


dew and ar ſaved, 2P20A%:;11/Cot; 83,3 5x, !::,, | 
Nenthet is it-becauſe $ad gt the Udrans of Salvation 


Fioman _——_ Ga Sn par en, of dans to al People. 
fot in Galen jnt9 #Gapacity. ICs) perfortn | 
t'whiichhe ern yarn: never did, nor ne- 


Sor chdo th che oat angry T7 TS BiCodne, wr aoes 
ar winch they: ou/ you 1, Lak. 23-34 Job. 5.40 
«Therefore -ic is mat he os with-halds.che > Means of Salvatioty 
hoc \ þ. for he never Requies' that from any man. to ons 
which they are notina:Capdcty, t Palagn.« &; nor he never Com- 
'manded Imp offibilitics. I lite ney a 301 I.<0k 

YOU Ne gatave er & not the Rea- 
mas VV bat s # the 


on, Ty nd the 


Hs Lite, bur in che 6a to 
f, little regard the Service of 
en 2 ata greatdiftince from ther. : 
For mri rad oy Bat, if the Reward of Gollineſs * ; 
aerchur of. a| preſeng; fog eng,,th2re would be 'abundance of ; 
Gol Pak, nap nn hls. Iogk: would. bs the greateſt Flock 1n | 

:the/World]: As for e, Go ta a Cavetous V orldly-majyand * 
nddefige him to. lay out greitpart of his * 

:Eftate for the good of the, Peor ; and relþHhim,' That he ſhall be ſure, | 
(OOOnYE; a ae fold. for Ir aboas. "Week br a _ q 
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Ie Reuietidhdt the) jul. Oh! hew 
ULccls would® 'rdis / bpdfimyk os | dt Heaw-lietle 
would this: prevell i DE 2Ohf}: The Ray: a@be 
much a"i&}exe: "Way chit keduttvbatlly pact wi uqb- 


woe Rewarded ,oa 


on 1uch Searls? : "IX £0; WM pefinudedsxthaviie woptd pI RR from 
mctherbearonbledand 


embracins ont net; btebar herwould 


_erieved ar yon or alitg fuchL whim:: Sothatiqu 
Fix may be ea oo 3 rkek of p5 Eien, 


and the WIE of the E©ati tub jupSAl 19y9n 2d 102 ; vor ron 
| ' BufSwnd/py! Aticther this eo $375 vat. f310V; 
Real, 2, Becauſe the Socket of Chriſt muſt expeR» 'tampet wink 
T1oubles a1 pre eb towards Heaven's They 
mult expect —_— of Affiictionzralo "bp reyes them 
their Chriſtian ,P Ghoag | 
[ 
dis: 


day es.1n PleafiHe A Fey 
oy roublesand Aﬀfigtibns, 
'T ryals and Temipta I *thejr daily Poutionan this Lite: 


Yea, "At that will LP Golly > Clrdf+ Frjuay! maſt: fiferiPeiſe- 


S yet 
or own Pleaſure, e _ 
Hot X0:Travelin a Wuffeimg- 


tew fottory Jeſus Chyift 2 JI 
2s, and men generally: {6k *© 
\ve ofldly Advantage ;: art 


Path, nor walk ing $5 i ior 


ties. Now! 1% #21 


cation ;  Theiefore WE Tal6 | goat amaiher Sea/op}: 756 
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'2t6vethowitling ro-befhrad; if 


they could be faved iportthe aps wage Pleafurcs, 
and in the vanity of .th&r" olvn he ty wt ate norwilling:to 
go through Sufferings to \ Salvation "not: vyitling'"to.go-to 
Heaven upon © God! S: -\nior-to Foy eſis Clinft.go 

turther tharitt co 07 ooticinarainet 5 qltmkeg 

-Moft men ate Willfns gr Denth 

not Willing to lrethe'L iff oft e Rightby : They are very url 6 | 


"teceive the Reward of the Rig E6us;bur they are niot-willingto 
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0 ond greriaagrns Honour . 


with:StraicrandDifficul- | 


<a 


nee” wy bes ___ _ pong are not _ ling 
{uffor 81 16; and dear 5 are: yefy vyillkink to 
coept ofs the Craven of :Gleryy And tripe Gor with Chal Wn; his 
, tbut3hey ;ar} pot. AOllng] toc akedfit of: ahei Crowh of 


Thar »e,: and drink Vinegar wth Chnttupondiho nfo Therefore 


this may-be ane great Reaſon; why ſore walk. in thenvay of the 
Goſpel: becavſe-itris attended with Perſecuathr ; | Therefore ayes 
Chrits : Jherflwe forme: whnech hear (th@Hord,: wa xeverte- It with joy, 
an keep. ity #14;commue 1. it fla hite;: fo: Jong;s the world faniles 


| whe 
then ty they fly off, and leaue the Goſpel ;» and by ard by are 
angry.d free Hh if for bringing Troubles per rh Lon 2. 
20,27; Se:thitic'sthe Tribulatonat the:Gape), that, many times: 
keeps/Pexſans ata diſtance fromthe Gdſpeh; 'and makes:many fall. 
away: from it;:afeer Profeſſing of: itz: » And; this:tye.canmtoo clearly 
—_—_ and witneſs by.experience at this:day, That many Per- 
ſans could very willingly follow Jeſus: Chrilt. m his own Way, and 
walk-in the tre Order of the Goſpel, according to God's Appoint- 


| mo theny 5- be when Tnibmatovyet Perſetitiab ariferh: for the Goſpels 
es 4 
7 


ment; but fat fear; of, Trouble\,and: Perſecution? they.dare not : 


Fat they think; if tbey ſhouſd)cMbrace. the Fruth avit 1s.in Jeſus,” 
ahd MY fn Oakionce thereuntog them they. may come to _ the . 
Love (it mayb2 ) of Father, ar Mother, or ſom= other Relacions ; 
and all thei former Friends willawor rrn ac be:their Enemies, and 
hate thapt 2: And:thofe, that: wiſe cloiſpexk well of them formerly, 
k 4nd Reproach themandala. them whit miſchief they 
niz and {© by ahis means,:they May dome t6\ expoſe themſelves 
__ Many traits and; diſhculties! 3- And therefore under this 
Canfidetation, they Rantl oF: ata Unſtance, and dare nor. obey the - 
Gdſpely; nor catneanto-tÞ Fold of Chiifty ci! Hence itis, There are 
many Petfons,: thai if you fob (ay fintb ther, and 'ask them; 
Are yu willing to geite Heaven and dmilloninhs God te nll Eternity in the | 
tgdows of Glery 3 They will be zeady te Anfiver, Yes ; Oh! with 
all rey hears ;1 Ira: the defire of my Sond tdbe with Gad in the Kingdons 
fe / BugzF. you teflthem, [Thacker muſtgs thronghamnch Tri. 
ation, hd ſuftr notd. Porſecntron,, of they mill-enter rto.the King-" 
demoof God:: Theivthey will be:ttadyto-rammtheirbacks of the King- + 
dom, and CO elves vithdqut.it; ratherthan expoic therh- 
ſelves tv ſs:muth t6uble about it. | So that I jadoe, this may be a 
nother preat Reafor, why Chriſt's Flick 4 but little,” 


We 
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Flock of Clint, :Butnow\moſt People fove refoltowiheExpiphe” 


moted by great Men ; For, ##t wry Wiſewme:n " 
= ena enieY 
lth things of theWorld, toconfornd the Wiſt ; and the Weak things offi © 
te js 19.99 rg, which: are Mighty « And Paſe jw 
of. the World, and things which-are Daffuſed, hath God _ "that ws- 
#,þ ſhould glory in hit preſence, -- So thatit ſeems, the Flockof God: | 
conſiſts of a Company of bafe, fooliſh, weak., deſpiſed, 'comtemptible PL 
Creatares, as to the _=_ of. theWorld/; and there are but very few. 
Mighty. Men of the World wil-lay aſide their Honons and Gallan- 
crr;{and Travel in ſuch a'mean;contemptible path j-S6that-rhis 
1aay be another Reaſon, -or Cxaſe, © why ce Flock: of 'Chriſt/is but 
liccte:z Becauſe moſt People delight torfollow the Example of 
vreat Men: And there aze bt a few greart/Men 'belong to the Fold 
of Chriſt, | Therefore there is'-2 notable Fexr' for-this purpoſe; in 
7eb.7.47,48,45. where the J xw2siOfficers were fo much takeh with! 
Chriſt, as thar they could not-bur ſpeak wonderfal well:of him: be=-- 
fore the Chief Priefts and Phariſees z ſaying, iNever man ſpake like - 
| this Max :- But whenithe Pharſeerpetceived , that: theybegan ro 
telith the #ords and- Dottrine..of : Chiifty. /They-preſently began -t» = Tf. 
. put a Block in their way=:- Andery-our,* ARE YE\AÞSO DE=+ 
CEIVED! ' Are you ſo mad andfooliſh'tb be deludediby:ſuch a one" 
as He is? - Surely we hope yourhave more Wiſdom in you than to- 
\, be his Diſciples } Fox pray Conſider, Have any of the: RULERS, - 
or avy of th2 PHARISEES Believed: dn Him 3; *No, There is 
F- | | none. 


Ld 


"7M 


© . ni Excellent Antidote agdinfivhe Fear of Mzn: «<9 
none follows, hjm' but a few Tanorant Curſed People, which knows 
_ not the Law, "therefore you muſt needs: be'deceived-if you folloiy 
Him, becauſe you; know the RULERS. are all Enemies to'Hum : 
So that you ſee,the main Argument that they, made tſe af ta difwade 
theſe Perſons. from following /Fefws, - is this, The-RULERS 
' RUNS the Contrary way. 5S | E tener -23 

4-4; . . But. Fourthly, and Laſtly... ; * _-; 


_: Reaf'4- Becauſe there is no-Honour, Credit, 'nox Wally Re-: 


- 


' * pukation-t9 be, gained, by walking in:the Fold of Chriſt 2: :Fhexe is: 
vexy few that will open their mouths to.commend.-and ſpeakwve}i of 

thote that walk: faichfully. with Godin his oven way; - butzather 
the contrary ; .Thoſe that will follow Jeſus Chriſt, in- the implict- 
ty, and fancerity of the Goſpel ; muſt expe& to be xeproached, 1e- 
viled, defamed, aydevil ſpoken of by molt People ;; yea, they, muſt 
expect x0, be mage a Reproah.to ther Neighbours); a Scoin anda 
Denton to thera that axe! round about them, -: 8;By-ward amGng 
the Heather, and aftekngt the Head antong the; People ;. Butnow.. 
moſt men love. Honour and 1 
of Men; and.thiat which is. highly eſteemed, and badinadnuration 

y x > Warld, 1 ery plcating, and accegtable.-toimoſt: People : 
' Therefore-this 1s anther great, thingthatkeeps many off, from clo- 


ſing 19 With, the way of the: Goſpel, becauſe moſt men loye' that _ 


which is: Honourable in the, Woxlds;jeye : Therefore: ſayes- Chriſt, 
| Joh, 44> How can Je beheve, whiph recerve Honony. one of another, 

axk lock, vr tha Honenr oobich pomerh frm God nlp +: Star whe 
Perlons are #mbitious,. and defous &f Wealdly Honour, they can 
nevet be faithful Followers of Jeſug:Chult ; for that which is highe 


 ly-efteemed-amongſt men, is abomination in the fight of God, And _ - 


gain, there.1g.a notable Text for this purpoſe, in Joh. x2. 42, 43+ 
where there were ſeveral DR A believed... 
on Him, but becauſe. of. the Phariſees, they :did not Confeſs Him, - 
leſbthey ſhould;lofe their Credit.amongſt them, .and ſo be'calt out 
ofthe Srregogee,, Why, what.was. the 'Magter that they were not. 
_ fajthful to For Conſciences in this Caſe ?:. Why, here's the br. 
nies Therehed tbe. Praiſe of raes, more tham the Praiſe of Gad.. They 

if ſee, and.pete<lys, Hat ahey had Gonfefſed Elm openly, -and 
had declared. S og garnelt for Chaiſt,. then-they ſhouldprelently' 
have. loft their Credis,and Reputation amongſt the Jewes, and have 

expoſed themſelves toſhawe andeogrpacks ; for they knew, that thi 
ob | _ 2: 0G 


— 


Reputation, and delights inthe praiſes | 
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* moſt men lovenot Shame:and Reprozch,'- 0 +5 


| bur the Lord is aur Shepnerd, thereforewe Ghaffwanr norhing tht 


x0 wo: 7 Excellent Antidote againſt the fear of Ma * 
way of Chrift was evory where ſpoken A ainſd, Als 28.22. "Therefore | 


they would be none of Chriſt's Diſciples, becauſe they-were in love 


with Worldly Honour, Hence it is, that ſo many RejeSts'the:pure 
Commands. and Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chit, becauſe they are meant 
and contemptible.in the eyes of theWorld,and are not trimmed and 
garniſhed with Rich out-fides ; Therefore it is, thatfo many mock - 
and ſcoff, and jear at that HeavexlyOrdinance of Jeſus Chrift, Be- 
lievers Baptiſm ; andwould not ſuffer it to have any Being'or Enter- . 
tainment in the World,” becauſe it muſt be done' in a poor, mean, 
and deſpicable:manner ;I mean as in-the-aecount of the world, But 
if you come to talk with them about: that fooliſh Foppery, that Hu- 
mane Invention of [fant Sprinkling, - Oh ! thatmult be had in Re- 
verence by them, and that muſt be highly extoF'd and magnified b 

theffi, 'becauſe ir is fo hogty ol liandiomety-done, and gilde 


ery otie*' F es there's 2 
brave Silver Baſon to hold the Water in, & that makes an honoutable 
how, and pleaſes the Fancy of Peapte exceeding y. ' And again, 
many-times therd 8 a fue Soavle tAfentle to cover the Child, with 
a brgad Sibver Lace wpon its and that'is verypleaſant to'behold In 
2 Carnal eye: And ſeveral other oremomres and Cirenmftances, 
which are very decent' and- commendable in the account _of the 
World ; and therefore it is, that this vain and Seriptire-leſs Pra- 
Qice is {0 acceptable to moſt People.: $o-that I hoes this may ale 


- without-fide gallantry; and of- Stour Repiite ind very ery Commend 


© fo be anothet greae:Reafds Why Chriſthartiſofew 


there is no:wortdly Honout to befoundth the way of Chit 7 -and 
So I ſhall leave theſe few Hints to your ferious Confideration, 
and Canclude this ſhort Pojre' with a brief Word of Canton, andiſo 


ed to a Srropd Obferiugtron,” -*0 fn » 11S T2 5 L90E SHSHS 93G 
' Welk then, ſeeinp1t/is fo, thtthe Flecktpf Chiift is hue Litjle, 
let us take hzed'thar wedo-not ran'aftray from Chrift,/ '4hd\formtke 
ic lefſer : Letus tike heed that we do nat.wander antof the Fold 


of Chriſt, and run after other Shepherds, ' Letus take heed that we 
| donotleave the votce'of-Clirift; anFhearken tothe Vetce of Strat\- 


gers z\ bur ſecing/we have gfveniup oar-Names to Jefiis Chnift, let 
vs.endeayour (through the: Rrengd of 'the Lord) to follow Him: 
ch2arfubly. andwillingly in all hisTettprarions; and letus rememt- - 


- 


N% 


"a 3 heat 4 Se i; 
l. of T's. & af, 4" 36 be, 0 OR A TD. 4 
" * Vs CE FE ; x bh, 22 7 > " r 


Hm Extobient Antidote againſt the Feidt-of Man. 11 
is goed and convenient forus; and theri the Lord will take ſpecial _ 
care-of' us to deliverus out of Egypr, and to preſerve us in the #:- 
#ernefs, ill wecome toftharereminat Reſt; winch yet remains fot the 
'Peopte of God :'And though we may be ſcattered: in a cloudy and | 
dark Day; yet the Lord wittin.aſhort time Retwy'to his Flock and 
ſeek them out, and gather them together, and catry them in his bo- 
ſome, and feed them/upon the' Mountains of /ſrael ; ind they ſhall 
no more be'a Prey to the Hearber,: neither ſhall the Beaſts of the 
Land Devour-them ; bur the Loxd their God ſhall be with-them, 
and they ſhall Dwell ſafely, and none ſhall make them 6fraid.. 

-- But I ſhall Proceed now to a Second Obſervation from the Text, 
—_—— he Sai | 2 hands tia 1ef 
 Obſer.2, That the Sarnts ants of God, ſhould not be afrazd 

| new pr Wyandpndraparay yon | js : oi bes 4 

i A Third and Laſt Obſervation from the Text, is this, * 
. Obſerv.3. That it wthe good pleaſure of Almighty God, to, provide © 
wt pripare a Kingdoms for h1s People. 7 
- Ithall not ſpeak any-thing further concerning that Covetous kind 
of Fear, which T laſt ſpoke of inthe Explanation; | But I (ball en- 
deavour to” Apply my fetf to.the Two laſt Propofirions; they being 
Chiefly upory-my Heart to Proſecute at this time, from this Text ; 
Therefore I ſhall return to the Second Obſervation, which was this ; 

Obferv.;2, That the Saints and People of God ſhould not be afraid of 
the worſt that wax can do unto rhem, ”. They thould:not be daunted, 
nor rerrified-at the- worſt! Newes:thar they 'can! hear out of the 
mouths of men ;- nor at the worſt Puniſhment that.they can xeceive 
from the hands of men = but they ſhould ftitl-be-bold; and courapi- 
ovs, ſtrons and valiant forthe Caufe.of God, andfor the Intereſt of 
Jeſvs, thotgh ir may be-attended with never. ſo many Troubles and | 
Oppoſitionst Yea, though ſiripes and buffertings theuld daily at- 
refid-us (if rix-be- upon the dccoumt of: God:)!; we ſhould be fofas 
fiotnbeing- afidy ins) that” we :ſhbutdrathet Rejoyce,: that.we are 
_ ceunted worthy tolufferany-thing forthe. Name of. Jeſus... Poſſibly. 

the tiewFtheWorld! maybe filled with madneſs againſt us, and . 
put vx -Prifcts, by Hundreds and Thoufands;and violently threa= 
ren uy With HaltGrnd Gibber.:- Well, be it ſo>xwethould natwith- 
faanding; beReſolate 11 the ſtxength of the'Eord, andnot beiaffaid, 
nor diſcoiifaged at Rabſhekab's Railing, nor yet at Nelvitchaduezzar”s. 
© Fury. See anotable Text to _—_ this Duty, Eztk.2.6. And thou, 
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'12 An Excellent Antidote againſtthe. Feat of Bas. 


Son of Man, be not afraid of thems, neither" be afraid of \their words : 
As much as ifhe:thould ſay, Thqugh they maymagnitic themſelves 
againſt thee with, high-and | lofry Language: and'ivfult over thee 
with great and fivetling wortls ;:;yet fear them-not; neither let their 
words tertifie thee.  Agairvfurther,” ſayes the. Text, ThopghBriars 
and Thornes be with thee, and thou doſt dwell among Scorgions : + As if he 
ſhould ſay,” Though they ſhould be rough as Thornes, - and ſharp as 
Briars againſt thee, & pur forth their perſecuting hands againſt thee, 
to ſcratch and tear thee in pieces (as it were) with their Stocks and 
Whipping-Poſts ; and though they ſhould'H:f and.Spir their verome 
* at thee, like ſo many Scorprons,and threaten thee with Deathz yet be 
not afraid,for all this;neither be daunted nor diſmaid attheir proud 
looks, though they be a Rebellious Houſe. Oh ! that Profefſours at 
this day were but thus valiant for God, and thus bold for the Cauſe 
of Jeſus' Chriſt, * Bur Ok ! how doth-the Contrary. appearamoneſt 
Profeffors at this Day, to the great diſhonour of Go ,-and to-the 
great grief of thoſe who axe truly fincere ?. Oh! how baſe and co- 
wardly do:h many eminent Profeſſors prove in thisday of Adverſi- 
t72- Hoy are they ready to caſt off all their Religion, and to cloſe 
in with the Worſhippers of Aztichn;#, and all out of aſlaviſb fear 


of their perfecutingEnernies > 'Well, but :the! Lord: hath a Con- 


troverſie againſt ſuck Back-ſliding Profeſlours , and they ſhall not 
elcape the tapds of his wrath ; for thoſe that forgets the Name of 
the Lord inſuch a.Day as this, and ſtretches. out their. Hands to'a 
ſtrange 20d,' the Lord will ſurely fearchthemour, for-he knowerh the 
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eurs, though Jeſus. Chriftour Lord, - 
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© Thos much ſhalt ſufce for the Proof of this. 2d, Propoſition : 1 ſhall 
now come to give yau ſome Reaſons, pr Enconragements, againlt the 
four of Man and hem you (foe extur why he Saints Þ: Zee 
Pt of God:need: not be afraid. of the \norſt; that mani.can do unto them. .., 
 i\Reaſe F7Becauſe the Loxd himſelf will be continually yidrthem 
\inall;their Troubles, to ſupport and comfoxr-them :; He will come 
-and viſite them. .(-if. they continue faithful to him.) with his ſup» 
porting Preſence, . and E a. Companion. with them an all their 
_ -Troubles': He will-never leave, nor forſake his People.in the worlt 
[Condition rhat may befal them ; . Therefore great Reaſon why we 
ſhould not : fear? what Man can do wnto ws; Y ou ſhall find by Con- 
ſulting the! Scriptures, That the People- of God in old time, did 
.make this Conſideration a grand Reaſon,ior Encouragement againſt 
the fear of ' Man in; the woxſt of Troubles. And- indeed, this is a 
very glorious:Encouragement.for poos Souls ts ſtay themſelves up- 
-on if: time of -Trouble,;-to Confider,;That the- Lord is with them 1n 
all their Troubles, and takes ſpecial notice of all-their Aﬀictions, 
and he is-ready at any time toput under his everlaſting Arm to beax 
up.their'Souls, and ſuppdre-them under the worſt of Tryals, and in 
his due-time to deliver them out.of all theix Aflicions. Wel, bur 
 wee'Lſee what the Scripture fayes concerning this matter : See 
fult,- Pſal.23.4. Tee (ayes he Proton ) theugh Iwalk through 
#be valley of the ſhadow of Death, yet will I fear no evil - ( Mark ) how - 
' bold. and reſolute the Pſalzvf 1s in the mid of ſtrange Dithculties: 
As. muchasif he ſhould ſay, Al:howgh I ſhould walk, in a dangeroxs val- 
ley, aud-muine Enenues at the top of the Hill, ready to overwbelm me with 
deſtruction ; and/though Death ſhould purſue me, and be 4s near to me 46 
. my. ſhadow, yet will 1 fear no evil, Why David, what's the matter, 
that thou art fo exceedingly tranſported. above. the fear of evil 2 
Certai a haft ſome Reaſon for it, thou could'f}. never be ſo © 
full of: Courage in-ſuch-eminent Danger as thou ſpeakeſt of, if thau 
hadſt noe ſomething more than ordinary to Suppert op Spine See 
the Reaſon therefore. in-the following —_ LORD: IS: 
WITH ME.. There's the buſineſs: ; there's that which isſuſfici- 
Ent'to fortify my Soul. ;againſt-all fear whatſoever: -7 by ROD. and 
thy STAFF they Conffart we + As mich as if /he ſhould ſay, 'Al- 
though thy Kod doth little Corret# me, yet thy. Staff:doth.exceeding- 
ly Support ae, -and thy PRESENCE doth very much Refreſh me. 
and bervixt them all, I am mightily. filled with-Comfort and En» 
couragement. | - T - . Thus 
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"14 JA Extellent Antidote againſt the Fekrof Man. 


- - 'Thu$the Saints, and People of God, ſhould Plead thar Intereſt | 
_ in him; in a day of Adverſity, and be will make all things Com- 
| fortable and pleaſant unto'their Souls, and: nothing ſhall be able 
ro make them afraid.' See alſo,” Pſal. 46. ,'2, 5. Gotar.ou Refuge 
ard Strength, a very" preſent help 11 tie of [Trouble 5i Well, what 
: then ? What uſe doth the Pſa/mſt make'of this > Wirytherefore will 
we not fear, though the Earth ſhould be removed, and thomgh the Monn- 
| Hains be carried into the mitlft of the' Sea, though. rhe Waters thereof 
roar and be troubled,” and rhough the MountansifHake with —_—_— 7 
thereof. Here's an admirable Spirit filled: with Confidence, * y 
podly Reſblution in the ixength of 'the Locd 5- Challenging, (as xt 
were ) the greateſt Terxours bn Earth, to-ſhew themſelves in tlicir 
vreateſt Rage and Fury ; yet they ſhall norſo much as diminith his 
Courage, nor make him afraid: ' And the Reaſon of all is this, 
GOD IS OUR REFRGE' AND STRENGTH: + So that it 
ſeems, the' Conſideration - of. God's ſupporting Preſence, . 15, or 
ought to be one great Reaſox or ws 1595s to bear up our Souls - 
in the worſt bf Troubles: Therefore when. troubles do attend us, 
and when our Enemies are moſt implacable againſt us, and talk of 
Stoning of us, and Baniſhing of us, and putting of us toDeath, 
and the like ; let us with David, encourage our {elves in the Lord 
our God, 1 Sam.30.6. And letus conlider, the Lord is wth 36, and 
he ts a preſent Help in time of Trouble ; andvf God be for ws, whocan be 
againſt ws ? Therefore (ſaith God) Iſa.'4.1, 10, Fear thou not, for [ 
ans with thee ; *be not difmaid, for Tamrhy God / will a thee, 
. yea, 1 mill help thee , yea, 1 will uphold thee with the right hand:of my 
«Righteouſneſs + As: much as if. God ſhould ſay, Although all the 
World ſhould be againſt thee, yet fear thou not, keep cloſe to me, 
and I will bewith thee ;* and although thou hatt never ſomany E- 
 nemres arid Adverſaries to _ thee, yetbe nor diſmaid, foriT ans 
thy God,and'I'witl ftrengthen thee; And though they ſer themfelves a- 
inſt-thee; to Wrong aid oppteſe thee;:i.yet be of goad:chear; Twill 
RS, and-take thy part againſt them : - And though they think 
to Conquer thy Spirit,and ſubdue the ney ng of thy.Inwvard-man, 
by-Impriſoning and Puniſhing of thee-;:? not reoubled avther, 
do-butpurthy Fruft in me; 'and Jepol opon.ny eg Twill up- 
hold thee with therighthand of my Righteouſneſs; Therefore fee- 
ing the Lord is ſo much engaged' for thi good of his People, ler 
| not fear what-man canido unto ws, ' OL pe fy L | 
Cpu. Reaſ.2, 


- Reaſ,2.. Why we ſhevid ent fear wax + Becauſe ahe Lord biniſelf 
will engage and fight againſt the Enemies of his People, and bring 
them t© 2: reckoning for all theis Malice and Cruelty towards then; 
_ though they- may. tyrannize and inſult over God's Heritage-for'a 

ume, and themſelves againft the Lord and his Jewels - 
yet the tumewill come, when the Lord himſelf will appear again(k 
them in Wrath and Judgement, anddaſh them in pieces like a Pot- - 
ter's Veſlel; for ther Rage and Cruelty againſt his People-; There- 
fore this may; be anather Keeſen ta ar. us againſt; the frar of ar, 
- becauſe. the Lord hath engaged to. deal with our Adveffaries in 
Judgement, and Recompence Fury upon our Enemies foi all their 
Tyranny towards us, and Will affuredly work Deliverance and Sal- * 
vation. far his People from. all their Troubles. See that no:able 
Text, 1/4:49:25,26, But this ſarth the Lord, Even the ('aptives of 
the Mrght x ſhall be taken away, 4nd the Prey of the Terrible ſhall be de- 
 Inwred; for L will contend with them that coptendeth with thee, and 1 

will {age thy Children ; and 1 will feed them that eppreſs thee,with their = 
own fiaſh, and they ſhell br drunken with their own blond, as with ſwoet 
Wane ;; and all :feſh: hell knw that I the Lord am thy. Savieur, and the 
Mighty One of . Jacald 4by Feilgerwer, ; Thus the Lord will one Day, 
ded with-thg enemies of fs People, when they: haye filledup the 
Meaure of: thaw Iniquity, .then they: ſhall -afſuxedly Drink the 
dreggs of the Cup af God's Fury ; and Wben they are at the highelt, 
raging; and begin, and ſwelling in Malice like the Sea; acainitthe 
Pegple of the Lor > 
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165 ÞAn Excellent Antidete agamft the Fear of Mah. 
things? - And how will they be ableto ſtind before the Lotd;' when 
' he ſhall bring them to a Tryal, for dragging his People out'of their 
Houſes:from their Callings, -and- cafting them” into Priſons:and 
Durigeons, and keeping of them there-by Hundreds and Thouſands 
\ fornothing but becauſe they are Godly,- and: becauſe they love the 
Lord Jeſus Chiiſt, and dare not fin agamſtthe Lord ? Surly the 
Hand of the Lord will one Day take- hold' of Judgement for: theſe: 
things, and he will afluredly: render Vengeance to his Enemies, ' 
and reward them that . hate tiitg, 'for the Arrows.of' the Lord are: 
ordained againft the Perſecators, ' Dent. 32,144, 42. Pſal.7 x23," 
| Therefore, though the enemies of God may now flouriſh andpro- 

ſper fora while, and lye upon Beds: of Tvory, * and ftretch'them-. + 
ſelves upon their Couches, and eat the Lambs out of. the Block, 
and the Calves out of the Stall, and drink *Wine-in Bowels, - and 
annoint themſelves with the chief Ointments ; -yet when the Lord 
comes to Plead with the Nations for the Controverfie of Si; 
Then they will be ready to run and hide'themſelves in the Dens, 
and in the Rocks of the Mountains, and call to the Mountains and: 

- Rocks to fall on them, and hide them-from' the face of -him that fit= 
tech on the Throne, and from the wrath of 'the Lamb. » --: +5) 7, 

Therefore under this Confideration, let's. notfaint, nor be diſ-: - 
couraged in our Progreſs towards Heaven; for if the: Lord be. on 
our fide, - we need not fear what Man can do unto. - 

Reaſ..3. Becauſe our greateſt,and our worſt Adverfaries'( I'mean 
our-Perſecutors-) are but Men" thariſhall:die, ipoor; vile; finful, 
mortal men, whoſe Breath is'in their noſtrils, whoſe-Lives arc un- 

+ Eertain,: and whoſe greateſt glory is but perithing vanity, and when' 
they are at their greatett ſtrength; and in their greateſt Pride; The 
Lord 'can but put forth his hand'and touch'them,. and lo they be- 
come as nothing ; and" the Lord: can"barpur forth his voice, 'and 
call fo their Breath, and lo they\ become bur daſt,? and meat for . 
Worms ; Therefore great Reaſon why we ſhould not be afraid of 
their greateſt Terrour t For alas, they may threaten great things a+ 
eainſt the People of God ; yea, and be-readyto Swear. {it may be) 

thatiſuth and fuch- things ſhall be done unto:themy the-nekt Week, 

or thenext Month, When ( it may be ) the next gay'they themſelves 
areſummoned to their Graves, and fo neverhvecto ſeCtheirwick» * 
ed 19>, ens; pups Therefore ſee how'the Scripture Re-. 
proves Perſons under this Conſideration, for being afraid of py : 
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oft Excellant Antidote againſtthe Frar of Min- x5 
Iſ&.51.12;13.: Who tartithou, that thou ſhonldſt be fraid of may, 


J. that hal DYE, and of the Son of man which' ſhall be made au 


G;R,A'S, S.Eig "And. forgetteft: the Lord: thy Maker, that bath 
ffratched fortb the Heavens:, ,and laid: the Foundations of 'the E arth;* 
aud haſt feared continually every day, becanſe of the fury of the Op-" * 
prefſonr,,.ys if be were ready to deſtriy : and where ts the fury of the 
Oppreſſour? So that ic is below the Spirit of a Saint, co be afraid of any 
periſhiag;Creature x it.is a ſhame fora Living Sainr', to be afraid of a 
Dyiog Singer ; -it is a great diſhohour.to God, for. Saints to be afraid 
of a mortal man,” and forget the'fear of the living:God;; it's a ſhame 
for a Saint, whoſe ſtrength is inthe Lord, to be afraid of a man whoſe 
oreareſt ftrengrh is weakneſs ; it's a ſhame for a Saint, whoſe hope and 

;oafidence is in. the God of Faced ,, to be afraid of a man , whoſe 


"ExpeRation ſhall periſh;u's a borrid:thing char! Saints ſhould be more 


afraid to ſerve the Lord , then wicked mea are. to ferye the Devil :* 
Therefore let us hg{d ali the Proteſſion of our Faith without waye- 
ring,and never fear what mar can gpuntom.  ” 1 

| Rea. 4. Becauſe though we Wy be troubled , 'and- difturbed on 
every fide by man,, yet we have;Peace and: Favour with God:; and: 
though men may account us as the: filth and the oft-fcouring of the 
World, yet the Lord doth eſteem us as his Jewels , and his peculiar 
Treafure ; And this may be ſufficient to bear up our Souls in the grea- * 
teſt of croubles, to-confider, Thay _ the World may hateius with 
cruel. hatred, yet the Lord, loyerhahe: Righteous, ''and wheth pleaſure 
ig bis People; and though the World:may be our Enemy, and frown 
upon us;yet the, Lord is ons. Friend ; and-will ſmileupon us, 'with the 
Light of. his -Countenance , 2nd. refreſh: -our Souls with the choice 
wapifeſtations of his Spiriz,.,and preſence ; and though. in- the World 
we:may, have Txibplajiog-and;Sqxrow;yer inGod we may have Peite 


and Comfort,;and Joy-injhe HolyGhott, .chraugh Jelus Chrit'our 
k \ CORTE I TNTY THOR ES Ron BW 


. 


i. 0a us As ga od et Hee COT 
- . Therefore ſec where, pur Saxiour' Chriſt makes. this a great Reaſon 
again}, Fear, .Joh.14<27, ;where:he ſpeaks thus 4 Peace] leave won; 
Jow, At Pears gin *Wy0K,6\ 406,36 the gvorld giveth; groed wnto 
Jou 1. for ahswhe Wodld many, Unics. giverh. Peace z1apdopretchrly 
takes. aW2y pgains, j.mayigine. Reace 2nd ref} a liicle 10 Day, hand (16 
may be errow\and, Frouble to Morrow., Burt pow tayes Chriftp»I | 
give gor Peace after this manner 5; wo. my Peace ILEAFE with Jow, " 
Tor F967 2 - chat, -- 
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that is, ir ſhall concique and _— you;,” and noae ſhall be able 
© take it from you ': Well what chen ? ſuppole ic be ſo* why, ler not. - 
your hearts be Troubled. neichec lec them ye afraid - tar-though your 
Eneanes ray Rob and Deprive you of your -omrward Comforts , and 
- ourward Enjoyments, yer they ſhall never be able eat yaur our of 
my Favour, nor Deprive you of chat inward Comfort and: Spiricual 
Refreſhment, chat I will give uato you, and leave with'you'; There= 
fore be nor atraid of their Terrour , neither kt your hearrs tie Frou- 
bled. And fo, likewife ſee the Apotile,'' Row.y,r, 3. Therefore beivg 
Juſtified by Faith, we have Peact with God; throuy h: Fefre Chriff our 
Lord ; So that now, we do not onely Regoyce in the hope of Glory ; 
Rur, we alſo Rejoyce end Glory 6% all our Tribulations , and ere filled 
with Comfort in all our afflitions ,. 2 (or.7.4, Therefore let ts cn- 
deavour takeep in the Love 2nd Favour of God, "and then weneed . 
not fear what man can do wnto uw. ONS OG 
Rea,5. Becauſe all our Sufferings, (which are ſor Righreonſnefs fake)! 
work together for our goodand greatadvantage, and will add roour 
furure Glory and happineſs z here isno miſery rhat can befall us, upon 
the account of Godlineſs, but ic will prove an additioa to to.our Ecernal 
Happines ; Every fiep we trace in ſorrow, will be to the increaſe of 
our Eceenal Joy. Therefore this may be another great Reaſon, why we. 
fhould not fear the worſt thar man can do unto us ; for alas, whatever 
they do umo us they.cannor hurt us,if we keep cloſe to God, they can 
do us no Injury acai; Nay,: the more they Perſecme us (if it be for 
Chrilt) the wore i will conduce ro or Good and Benefic.Qh whac a 


glorious Encouragement is this for poor P ſecured Skitirs,to bold oue 


10 a Day of Tryal,and to bear up their Souls with Joy in the widft of 
Troubles! How is ir poffible (me thinks) for Souls to. be dejeRted and 
«aft down under: AffſiQtions, and 16-ura their backs'of God in'a'Yay 
of Advertfity, if chey did bur f confiden of theſe-things; © For 
who ts:he that can harw you,if you befollowers of that which 6 Good, 
x Pet.3.13. Secalfothat norable place, 2 Cor4.16,77, where the 
Apollles themſelves made chis confideration a great fupporr to their + 
Souls under all cheir T roubles : For which (anfe, ayes the Apdſite) 
we faint net,but chough our outward than periſh;yet onr invwirit man ws 
tinewed Day' by Day ;- For oy light' afffion whith '1: but for =_ ; 
* apent warketh for. ns @ far more excetding and Eternal wight of Glory. 

So that. you may ſee, Allour Temporal. afitions, are butſo __ 


Soul Advantages; and all our -Earthbly Lifles, will be made up tous 
in Heavenly Treaſure, atid all our.Croffes will but make our Crown 
of Glory che greater ; therefore under this Confhideration, Let's go for- 
ward with Boldneſs in the way of the Lord, and never fear what dan 
can do wnto ww, Gen.50.20, EN 
Rea. 6, Becauſe, (if we cofitinue Faithſul to God) he will give 
us 2 Crown of Life, and a Kingdom ot Glory, he will Eminently 
ceward us with an enmoyeable Kingdom, and with' an- Incorruptible 
Inheritance which faderh not away : Though we may for a time be 
awended with a great many Troubles and Difficulties ,. and may be 
expoſed ro many outward Calamities in this Life , yet the time will 
come , when we ſhall be wholly. Freed from all Sorrow and Trouble 
of what Nature foever ,/ and ſhall be filled with unſpeakable Joy in 
rhe Kingdonrof Glory to alf Frevvity 5 Atid this is that which may 
exceedingly 'Suppert us under Sufferirgs, and Armus againſt rhe Fear 
of Map, to conlider, that we who are now Deſpifed, and Trampled 
under Foot, and made as the of-ſcouring of the World , ſhall one 
Day be Honoured ,. and Dignified wich a. Crown of 'Glory, and Ex- 
alced with: Jeſus Chriſt is bis Throne and Kingdom ; Therefore ſaith 
the Apoſtle, . 2 Tem. 2.12, Compared with Rom, 8,17. 1f we ſuffer 
with him, we ſhell alſo Reign with him, and be Parthers together with 
him inGlery, Oh this may mightily encourage us to preſevere with 
- Boldgeſs in the Work of the Lord, and exceedingly Fortific us againſt 
the: Fear, of Man, and Ballance all Oppolxions whatſoever ; and there- 
fore you. ſhall find,. our. Saviour Chiift makes this a grand Reaſon or 
-Encouragement:againſt Fear, in the words of my Texr, Luke 12.32. 
Fear not, luile Flock, though you are but Little, Mean, and Con. 
reeprible in the Eyes of the World, yet Fear not, be not afraid of them. 
- which kill the Fody, and Endeavour like Wolves to deſtroy you ; Why 
what'sche watcer, thag we mult ſo little regard the Terrour of our Ad- 
vetſaries ? Why. here's the Buſineſs ; For #:5 yowr FATHERS good 
PLEASURE to give you the KINGDOM, Therefore fecing we have 
_ fuch a glorious Portion to receive. from the hands of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther,let's never be afraid. of ovr:Earthly Enemy | See allp that norable 
Text, Rev.2.x0.t ear nene of thoſe) things which thou ſhalt Suffer; Behold 
the Devil (hall caft jeme of yow rnto Priſon, that ye may be Tryed, and, 
_ Je ſhall have Tribulation cerrai Dayes; yet notwithſtanding, Fear xone 
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Ln Excellent Antidote againſt the Fear of Man. #1 
* "Casſe, which are ſomuch Blaſphemed' and Trampled under foot, 
as 1t iS at this day : Let us take heed,” that the Debit do not carch 
us in the ſnare of ſlayifh Bear, - and ſo hinder us, and ſtop us in oor 
Proceedings for God, and in our Reſolutians for Chrift;;- and cauſe 
-us to Comply with the Enemies of Godlineſs, and joyn ifſue-with 
the Workers of Iniquity ; to the great-Diſhonour of God, and to 
the encouraging _ eladning the hearts -of our Enemies ; and to 
.the wounding and ſadning the Souls of thoſe that aze truly faithful x 
1 ſay, let us take heed of theſe things, : leſt we ſhamefully turn our 
backs of Godin a day of Adver/ity, out of a ſlavith Fear,ot Suffering 
From the hands of Men.” Oh ! we might here lament the Apoltacy 
_ of abundance of Profeſſors, fince the Lord hath been pleaſed co turn 
his/band'of Trzallupon them : Oh! how have many Profeſſors at - 
Ms ſhipwrack of Faith and a good Conſcience, and highly op- 
ſed the putity of the Goſpel, and baſely turned their backs of the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus ; and all out of a fJavith Bear of the Fiowns 
and Diſpleaſure of Man ? -Oh-!. how have many Profeſflors at this. 
day, .who:have formerly born a. glorious 'Teftzmony for God, and a- 
gainſt Antichriſt, yet now. hath filchily defiled their hands with Ini- 
quity;;.and corrupted their hearts with Covetouſneſs , and lifted 
up. their. Souls to Vanity, and Sworn Deceitfully to Babylon ; and 
all'to avoyd Swfferings; and to advance their own Intereſt and Ad- 
vantage in the World : Therefore I ſay again, Let us take heed to 
our ſelves, 'lefſt there thould'creep into any of us ar evil heart of un- 
belief, in departing from the lving God ; for we ſhall be made partakers . 
with Chriſt, 1f-we: hold faſt the beginning of our Confidence ſtedfaſt unt» 
' theend, , Therefore, whatever we may Suffer or undergo for God, 
tet us take, heed of declining the Cauſe of God, and forſaking his 
Intereſt; *for it is written, The - juſt hall live by Faith ; but if any 
man draw back, my _—_ have no pteaſ#re in him. And again,the: 
Back/tider in heart, ſhall be filled with his own ways, Heb.10,38. Prov. 
14.14, >: re, rh 1 ef 
 *Therefore when we meet with oppoſitions in the Wayes of God, 
Let's not be afraid nor terrified at them ; if they ſhall threaten us 
with a Priſon for our Integrity, let's:not be aftatd of a Priſon, but 
chearfully and willingly forſake all , and embrace a, Prrſo, rather 
.than forſake our Intereſt in God, to embrace thrs preſent-world : IF 
| they ſhall threaten us with Banſkment, for our Love to the Truth; 
Let not the fear of | Banifhment, cauſe. us.to turn our backs upowthe 
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Trath, and be afraid to own it ; knowing, that neiiber /m;9riſen- 
ment, nor Baniſteent, Can depiive us of the preſence of God, nof caſt 
us out of the tavour of him, in whole preſence i fulneſs of joy, and at 
whoſe right hand, are pleaſures for evermore : Brit 1t We out of afla- 
Vith Fear, neglect ou: Duty towards God, and tun f£10m the Com- 
mandments of the Loxd ; then we ſhall loſe the favour of God, and 
draw the Judgments of the Lord upon us, and iplit our Sorjs againſt 
the Rock of his Diipleaſure ; Therefore taith God 10 Ferews.b, Jer. 
X, 17, Gird up thy loyus and ariſe, and fpeak unto them, all chat Icon 
mand thee ; be not diſmayed at their faces, left I confound thee before 
them. © | : 7 ES 
. There is a notable place in Pſal. 44. which is worthy of our Con- 
fderation, and alio of our Inutation and Pradtice ; ic is a glozious 
Account of the Churches Faithfulneſs in an ewmd Day, and in a perſe- 
cuted State, Pſal, 44.9. andio forward : T how haſt caſt off, and put 
2s to ſhame ; Thou haſt given us like Sheep appornted for meat, and baft 
feattered 1 among the Heathen : Thou niakefi ms a Reproach to our 
Neighbours, a Scorn and a Derifion to them ihat are rownd about us : 
T hou makeſt 4 a By-word among the Heathen, a ſtaking of the Head 
among the People, Hete's a mucrable State indeed, tor a People to 
undc1go, full of Tioubles and Sorrow , andfull of Comtempt and 
Repioach, and full of Diſtreſs and Miiery : Well, but did they not 
wrn back in ſuch a day as this? Is ir potlible for them to hold. out, 
in the mic of ſo many Difficulties'? Did they not foriake the Canſe 
. of Gon, and decline his Intereſt, in ſuch a Perſecured Stare as this ? 
--.Noz,. nota. all : See verſ. 17,18, e All this us come npou ws, yet we 
| have not forgotten thee; neither have we dealt falſely with thy Cove 
nant ; Onr heart us not turned back,, neither have our ſteps declined from 
thy way. Therefore now let us confider, and make his Applicati- 
on of 1t unto our Souls ; whatever Swfer:ngs we may meet withvl, 
upon the Account of Godlineis ; Let us nor fear, ler us not be dit- 
mayed, let us not value the worſt that Man can dounto'us. -- 
Thus much in the fiſt place, by way of Caution ; But Secondly, by 
. - "Way of Exhortation, - Foe, EC Te 754d 
_ Hſe 2. Ts it io, That the Saints and People of God, fhonld not be A- 
fraid of the worſt that Man can do'unto them ? Why then, let us not 
only be Cantiozed from Fear, but let us be Exhorted to Courage; Let 
us no: only be Dehorted from the Vice of Fear ; but let us alio be 
Exhorted to the contrary Yarrae ; /Letus not only be found paſſive 
| : | in 
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In that Which is not. our Duty ; but let us alſo be found 2Rive ir that 
which is aur Dzty ; that ſo we may be compleat in the Will of God; 
and glerific bing in the whole courſe of our Lives and Conver(ati- 

_ ons. Hence then, let usbe Exhorted to be Bold and Couragious; | 
hang and vatliani for. the Cauſe of God, and the Intereſt of Jeſus 
Chrift ; thongh we meet wich never ſo many Difficulties and Op- 

rians in this Wortd : Let us count nothing too dear to lofe for 
Chriſt, feeing he hath counted noching too dear to loſe for us : If 
the Lord thall callfor loſs of Liberty atour hands, in the manage- 
ment of his Cafe and Intereſt, ter us chearfully give np our Liberties 

: ta the Lord, -and embrace a Profar + If the Lord ſhall call for the 
leaving of Friends and Relations, and take us from our Callings, 
and call for the laſs of Goods and Eftate ; let us freely and willing- 
ly give up all for God, and be conrent without them, and ſtill con- | 

| tynue as as Lyons in our Teftimony for Chriſt; knowing that 
the 'rime will come, when we hill have 2 hundred fold recwrned 
into our bolomes ; and the time wilt come, when we thall ſerve 
Gad in-his holy Temple, and he chat fixtech on the Throne thall 
dwell amongſt us, and we thall hanger xo more, neither thall we 
thirft any more ; for the Lamb which 15 in the midft of the Throne ſhall 

feed us, and ſhall Jed as into fountains of living Water : Therefore I 

ſay, let us go on with much boldnelis in the Work of the Lord, and 
let us make it appear tothe World, that we are refolved ( through 
the ſtrength of the Lord) to obey God rather than man , yet, letus 
manifeſt fa much Courage in our Chriſtian. Warfare, as to be con- 
temt to become any thing, yea, to become nothing, ſo the Glory 

of God may be promoted.and advanced by us : Therefore in this 
_ Caſe, let us take the Counſel of David to his Son Solomon, when th2 

Lord requires any thing at our hands to be done for the honour of his 

- Name ;_ Letus be STRONG and of good COURAGE, and do it ; 

| Fear not, nor be diſmayed, for the Lord God, even our God, will be with 
is; he will nos fint xc,jon forſaken, till we have finiſhed all owr work for 

. theServics of God, "x Chron, 28.20, - © 
| Oh! weſhould very mack olorifie God, and adorn the Profeffiors 

of: the Goſpel; ' if we ate" but valiant for the Trath upon the Earth, 

and take the Tributaions of the Gafpet chearmally and yoyfully ; 

_ yer;weethall inake our very-Enemies admire at us, if 'we have but a 

riphr ſpiiit zpor this account > whetithey ſhall ſee and take notice,” 
how we-are troubled'on every ſide, andhow we are co 
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Afﬀliated, and trampled under foot, ' and yet we are chearful , and 
full of Courage; and not at all daunted nor terrified at it : They 
muſt.needs think thereits more than ordinary in our Profeſſion, and: 
ſo by that means God is _ glorified, | and his:Truth admi-: 
xed by his-Enemies ; though pothbly they may Rilt obſtinately and 
. willingly oppoſe it, yet notwithſtanding, they ſhall by this means 
\ beleft without excuie ; and the power of the Truth thall witneſs 
againſt them, ta the praiſe and glory of God, : and to thepeace and 
comfort of oux own Souls : Therefore ſaith the Apofile; x Per.4. 14. 
If ye be repragched for the Name of Chriſt, happy are yz; for the Spirit 
of Glory reſteth upon-you + On their part be ts. evit fpoken of, but on your 
part he ts glorified, There is alſo a notable paflage of our Saviour 
Chriſt concerning Peter, .John 2x. x8,19.. Yerily, verily, ( ſaith 
' Chriſt unto Peter ) when thou waſt young, thou girdeſt thy ſelf , and. 
walkeſt whither thou woudlſt; but when than ſhalt beold,thou ſhalt ſtretch 
forth thy hands, and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee whither thow 
wouldſt not ; T his Sake he, figmfying by what death he ſhould GLORI-. 
FIE God, So that it ſeems, thoſe that have ſo. much Courage, as 
ro ſuffer chearfully for the Name of Chriſt, and to lay down their 
lives for the ſake of Chriſt, their Death and Sufferings will tend 
much to the Glory of God, and to the Eternal Blifſe ha. Happineſs 
of their own Souls. : 2. 
Theretore when our Enemies ſhall threatenus, and command us 
to ſpeak_nor preach no more 1n the Name of Jeſus, nor Meet any more 
to Worſhip God in his own way ; Letus (with Peter and Fohs ) ask 
them , Whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto you , | 
wore than unto God, judge ye ? And let us tell them plainly to their: 
fixes, That we muſt okey God rather than Men; Therefore we 4 
not but ſpeak the things Which we have ſeen and heard, and we can-i« 
not but praiſe the things which we have keatned ,.. and received! 
in Command from Jeſus Chriſt, ©.) vine ohne ris nn 
There are two.notable and very,remarkable Examples worthy of. 
our Conſideration, which I ſhall, briefly urge, for our Encourage= 
ment in this matter: The one is concerning thethree Children, in 
Dan. 3;16,17,18. Oh! that there were btitJuch-a ſpirit amongſt the. 
People of God now, in.this day of $o»5bleeding..:. 7 ©; - 15 br 
- ;, Well, burlt us alittle: confider-howthey behaved thetaſelvesz; 
the K:zg had; made a;Deree,' and given, forth, Commend, That: all: 
People Thould fall down and, Worſhip the: Gallen Imageyuiuchhe' 
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\- kehad ſetup, and whoſoever ' would not , ſhould the ſame hour be: 
caſtinto the midſt of a Burning fiery Furnace, Well, but Shadrach, 
Meſhach and Abednego, they broke his Decree, and diſobeyed his 
Command, , and was not at all afraid of his fury, nor terrified az.the 
puniſhment ;” and when they were called to an account before the 
King, for this their Diſobedience to his Decree , he proffered them - 
Pardon upon condition of their now complying ; Bur if not, they 
muſt ode *g to feel the effeRs of his Rage and Fury in the Fiery Fur- 
nace; and who is that God, that ſhould deliver them out of his 
| hands? Well, now it is come to this with them , they muſt either 

Twrn, or Burn; they muſt exher Bow to the Image, or be Burnt in 
the Fire ; they muſt eicher conform with their Bodies to the Kings 
Command , or elſe expoſe their Bodies tothe Burning Flames. Well, 
and how did they behaye themſelves in this Caſe ? See the ſtory, and 
you ſhall find ir at large, Shadrach , Meſhach and Abednego , an- 
ſwered and faid to the K ing (O Nebuchadnezzar ) we are not care- 
ful to anſwer thee in this matter; If it be ſo, our God whom we 
ſerve , 1s able to deliver us from the Burning Fiery Furnace ; and he 
will deliver us out of thine hand (O King.) But now, Herein confilts 
chiefly the Excellency of their Spirit, in the next woxds, therefore 
mark ;' But if nor, Whether God will deliver us or no; Yet be it 
known unto thee,(O King) that we will not ſerve thy gods ,nor worſhip 
the Golden Image whichthou haſt ſet up. Here's an admirable Spirit 
for the ſervice of God , full of Confidence and Reſolution , for. the 
Glory of the true and-living God ; As much as if they. ſhould fay ; 
If it be ſo.(O K;»g) do thy worſt,we matter it not ; our God whom 
we {ſerve is able to deliver us ; and he will deliver us from thy Rage - 
andCruelty , (O K1ng) therefore we-are not careful to antwer thee. 
in the Bufineſs.; And further we teſtifie unto thee , (O King) that: 
whether he will deliver us, or not deliver us ; whether weBurn, - or _. 
not Burn; come Life,or come Death; yet we would have thee to know 
(O King) that we will mor ſerve thy Gods, nor we will not worſhip the 
Golden [mage which thou haſt ſet up. YES x 
; Oh theretoge now lex us endeavour to bear upon our hearts the Ex- 
ample of thele.three Famous Chi/dren , (qr rather Champions) of the 
moſt High God; That we may through their example, be provoked and 
Encouraged, to hold faſt the Name and Fa;th of Jeſus Chriſt, even 
in the worſt Condition thaz may befa}l us., that ſo being Fazthfull anto | 
- i= 5 OR. _- -/Death, 
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: Death, we may receive the Crown of Life, and fit with Chrift tn bis 
Throne and Kingdom. . he BET ik ? | 
| Another Example that I ſhall rake notice of, for our Conſideration 
and Encouragement, is concerning Pal, in Afts 21.13. which mdeed 
is very Remarkable , and worthy of our obſeryation and practiſe. 
. Paxl,n ſeems, had ſame Work to do for God at Ferufalem, and was 
much prefled in Spirir, go go, and bear witneſs tothe Name of Jeſus 
there , But it ſeems before he went. , he was foretold in-a Figure, 
how he ſhould Suffer whea he came there ;- and how he ſhould be- 
. delivered into the hands of Perſecmors ; for there was a certain Pro- 
pher named eAgabwe , came down from Fwdea, and when he was 
come among the Diſciples, he took Panls Girdle , and Bound 
his own-hands and Feet with ic. ; and Propheſied inthe Spirit, that fo 
the Jews at Fersſalem , ſhould bind the Man that owed that Girdle, 
- and ſhould deliver him into the hands of .the Gentiles ; And when 
the Diſciples heard that , they began to. perſwade him, and earneſtly 
entreat him. ,- not to 90 to Jeruſalem, and laid before him the Con- 
fideration of his S»fferingy , thinking to prevent him of his Fourney. 
Well, but what doth Pax do -in this Caſe ? Dorh he negle& the 
Work of the Lord to avoid his S»fferings ? Doth he forbear to go, 
_ - becauſe of Danger ?. No, its almoſt Death to him to think of forbear- 
" ing, atidleaving the Work of the Lord undone atFernſalem , whar 
eycr it Coſts him : Therefore faid he jn his Anſwer to his Diſciples ; 
"What mean you-to- Weep, and.to Break my heart > As muchas if he 
ſhould Gay; what mean you to be thus earneſt, to hinder me from the 
Work of the Lord ; away with all your Entreatics, and away with 
* all your Perfwaſions., for I am more afflited and wounded in hearr, 
ar the Conſideration of your perfwalions ( in this Caſe) than T am at 
. the Conſideration of all my Swfferings ar Fernſatem; For F would 
have you to think that E am Ready,” not ohely to be Bownd, but alſo to 
Dye at Feruſalem, for the Name of the- Lord Jeſus, RO E, 
Oh that this valiant Spirit of Paws, were bur Seated and Grounded 
in-the hearts of all Profeſſors at this Day ; how would ir Glorifie 
God, and make his' Truth -and;Goſpel ſhine in thewWorld ,, and 
mightily amaze, and altoniſh the hearts of 'our Enemies;and exceed. + 
ingly Engage the Lord ,:to Crow us ſpeedily with ViRtory and De- - 
Verance 241. -. P38 16 Liv 
Thexefore now letus ſeriouſly weigh theſe things, and-lay og to- 
7 56 ; ts 
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heart; And ler tis Rouſe up our Dull Spirics, and'be Valianrfor God,” 
and the more our Adverſaries increaſe in their Rage and Fuxy again 
us,' the more |erus increaſe in our Zeal and Courage for Chrilt ; and 
ler us Remember the Lord is with us, andfor ys; and if we continue 


Faithful ro him,be will ever leave is , nor forſaks #2, But continually - 


Support ns, and Comfort us, and in his due time deliyer uy our of all 


' our Troubles and AffliQtions. 


Therefore to conclude this point, Let ws be ſtrong #u the Lord, and 
in the Power of his might,and take unto our ſelves the whole Armour 
of God , That we may be able to ſtand, and withſtand, in the evil 
Day ; Thar {o having fought a good Fight-, and having finiſhed ons. 
Courſe, and kept the Faith , we may at length receive that Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, and that Eternal weight of Glory, which « laid up for 
all choſe that love the Appearing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

L have done with this point of Deftrixe, and ſhall now come to the 
lat Branch of the Text, wherein is comprehended the third and laſt 
Obſervatidn,which I raiſed from the words ; I ſhall now endeavour 
to Manage and Proſecute that, as the Lord ſhall dire me, + 

Thercfore I proceed and fay ; That #4 is the good pleaſure of Al- 


; wighty Ged, to provide and prepare a Kingdoms for his People, The 


Lord hath ſp much Loye and AteRion for: his People, as that he takes | 


'Delight' and Pleaſure in their Glory and Happinets; therefore he will 
be ſure to have fo much Care and Tender ReipeR towards them , as 
£0 provide a-Reward for his Flock; And their Reward ſhall be oo 


leſs than a Crows and K;ngaow: : I lay, it is the gaod Pleaſure of Al- 


' mighty God to m— an Eminent Reward' for his People ; yes to 


prepare a Kingdom for his deſpiſed little Flock ; Fear not little Flock, 
for it's your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, 
Though poſlibly.now, they may not be counted worthy of a-poar - 
contempuble Cottage by the Men of the World, yer the Lord him- 
{elf will one Day count them worthy.of a Crewn-and Kingdew;though 
now (it may be) they-are not counted fir ro-have a beingin the World, 
yet the LORD will one Day count them fir to have a Being in a Glo- 
rious Kingfom ; though now (ir may be) they are ſo much deſpiſed 
—_— World, as that they are not counced worthy to dwell among 
Sinful Men upon Earth,yer they are ſo much honoured by the Lard,as 
that he will one day count them worthy to dwell wichGlorious Angels 


. In Heayen ; though now-(ic ys  - chey ate-poor, and deſpiſed.and 


| trampled 
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' trampled under Foot, yet they ſhall one Day be Rich and Honour- 
able; and fir upon-Thrones ; Though now (it may be) they are cloa. 
thed with Reproach',and covered. with ſhame , yet they ſhall one Da 
be cloathed with Majelty,and Crown'd with Glory ; though now (it 

- may be)they are rofſed to and fro,and haye no certain.dwelling place, 
yer they ſhall one Day en joy a City which hath Foundations , whoſe 
Bnilderand Maker & God. Here's a Glorious Portion laid up in tore 
for the poor deſpiſed Flock of Chriſt ; Here's that which will abun- © 
dantly make them amends for all their Sorrow and Travel in-their 
Earthly Pilgrimage ; though now ( poſſibly) they are counted the filth 

- and the off-ſcouring of the World; yer the very pooreſt and meaneſt of 

| God's Pecple ſhall one day be promoted, and advanced to an Honour- 
able Kingdom ; I ſay a Kingdom ſhall one Day be the Portion of the 
oorelt and meaneſt of Gods People z. yea, even thoſe that are the 
moſt deſpiſed, and molt abuſed, are no leſs than Heirs of a Kingdom, 
they have it now in promiſe, and they ſhall afſuredly one Day have it. 
in poſſeſſion, | 
But for the better Confirmation of this Glorious Truth, I ſhall 

_ endeayour to give you ſome Scripture-Teſtimonies which ſtrong] | 

bear witneſs thereunto ; See one in Mat. 25.34, Then ſhall the King 
ſay to them on hus right hand , (which is his little Flock , being then 

Separated from the Goats) Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, (A Glorious 

Invitation indeed) he doth not onely inyite them to come, But,come 
Je BLESSED; Why what's the matter ? Wherein doth their Bleſſed- 
' nefs confift * See the next words, and you ſhall find ;  /zherit the 
. KINGDOM, prepared for you from theFoundation of the World:Heres 

in doth their B efledneſs confiſt, and herein are theyBleffed Perſons in- 
deed, Ir was the good pleaſure of Almighty God to provide and pre- 
pare a Kingdom for them,& now they are called to come and poſleſſe 
it ; therefore this is one clear Scripture Teſtimony, to prove the Truth 
of this Propoſition ; namely, That it the good pleaſure of Almighty 

God, to provide and prepare 4 Kingdom for his People, See another, in 
Meat.5.10,Where our Saviour Chriſt ſpeaks this Language ; Bleſſed 
ave they which are Perſecutedf.r Righteouſneſs ſake ; for theirs ts the 
KINGDOM of Heaven, (Mark) Bleſſed are they which are P ER- 
SECUTED for Kighteouſneſs ſakes : Though in a PERSECUTED 
State, yerin a BLESSED Srace - though in troubled Condrion,” yet 
in a happy Condition : Why fo ? How doth it appear, that they are 
E. -- ns \J | \Blefled 
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 Blefſedin a Perſecuted State? Why here's the buſineſs; there is a 

'K ingdom-Porttion prepared, to make them amends for their O_ 

Portion ,; therefore though they may be Perſecured, and Reproeache 
and evil ſpoken of, yer their Condicion is bleſſed and happy , Becauſe 
| their Reward (hall be great in the Kingdom of Heaven, 

Alas now we are but ſtrangers and Pilgrims , Travelling cowards 
our Fathers houſe, and we muſt expe to meet with many Rubs and” 
difficulc Reps in our Journey ; we muſt expeR-to meet with many 
Storms, and bitter Blaſts in our way to Heayen, and to climb over 
many troubleſome (tiles, before we come to the Land of Reſt, 

\ But when we come home to our own Country , and Arrive at our. 
continuing City ; Then we ſhall ceceive a Glorious Portion from the 

hands of our Heavenly Father , which will be no leſs than a Crows 
and Kingdom, N Bf 1,5 | 

See another Glorious Teſtimony for the Truth of this Propoſition, 
in L»ke 22,28,29,30, Says Chrift there to his Diſciples, Te are they 

which have continued with me in my Temptations. As much as if he 

ſhould ſay; you are they which have been with nie in all my 
Troubles, and have followed me fairhfully in all my Sufferings, and 
have Travelled with me 1n a difficult path; and now, tor your Com- 
fort and Encouragement, here's a promiſe for you , to make you 
amends for all your Tryals, T'le fee that you ſhall be ſufficiently re- 
quited for eyeryuching that you have loſt in my ſervice ; Therefore 
take notice, That / apporiit unto you a Kingdom, even as my Father 
hath appointed unts me; And you ſhall cat and drink;at myTable in my 

Kingdom, and fit upon Thrones Judging the twelve Tribes of 1ſract. 

hus you ſee, what Honour and Dignity, what Glory and Majeſty, - 

. the poor deſpiſed Saints of God ſhall one Day have conferred upog 

them ; and what an Eminent Portion they ſhall one Day receive from 
the hands of their Heavenly Father : therefore, Here they have no 

continuing City, Burt they ſpek one to come : Wheretore God is nor a- 

ſhamed to be called their God ; for he hath prepared for them a City, 

Therefore I ſhall conelude the proof of this Propo/irior, with that ſay» 

Irg of the Apolile, Fam.2.5. where he ſpeaks thus ; Hearken my be-. 

- loved Brethren , Hath not God choſen the poor of thus World,rich in 
Faith,and Heirs of the Kingdom, -which he hath promiſed to them 
tha: love hins. Though they are poor in this World,yer they are rich 

in Faich,and Heirs of a Ki-gdom ; and chough now, (it may be} they 
In are 


. are Brandedand Stigmatiſed with filthy names.and called Phavatichs, 
and Schiſmaticks,and Heretichs,and the like ; yet they hall one da; 
appear tobe the Jewels of God, and af Nations ſhall call thems Ble 1 
in'# delightful Land ; and they ſhall dwell with God in bis beaventy 
habitation ; For this we know , when our Earthly Tabernacle is diſe 
folved,we ſhall have a Bailding of God,an houſe net made with hands, 

- Eternal in the Heavens, cAal..12. 2 Cory. 

So much ſhall ſuffice for the proof of this Propoſition, viz, That 
Gods People ſhall ove Day Recetve, Poſſeſſe, andenjoy a Kingdors, 
I fhall now come, to ſpeak a few words concerning the Excellency of 
this Kingdow, and endeavour to ſhew you (in ſome meaſure) what 
manner of K;»gdom this will be , that ſhall one Day be the Portior 
of Gods People, | | © Ks 

Firſt, That K;ngdom , which God- will one Day give unto his 
People , It # a Heavenly Kiugdow :- It is not an Earthly corryptible 
Kingdom, Adorned with worldly Vanities ; But it is a Heavenly In- 
corruptible Kingdom , Adorned with Celeſtial Mayeſiy : Ic is nota 
mean contemprible Kingdom, attended with Earthly corruption ; But 
1c isa High and Lofty Kingdom,filled with Heavenly Beauty : Ir is noc 
an ordinary Kingdom,to be found here upon Earth;Bur it is an Excra- 
ordinary Kingdom,reſerved now in Heaven ; It is ſuch a Kingdom,as 
all the Kingdoms on Earth,and all the Monarchs inthe World, axe 
not worthy to be compared, nor put in the Ballance with it : There- 
— this is-one thing which may (ina great meafufe) Demonſtrate the 
/*Excellency of this Kingdows 5 Ic 6 ſuch a Heavenly Portion , as that 
/ allthe Earth, is not able to afford ſuch a precious Jewel, See what 
the Scripture fayes concerning this Kingdom, in this very. particular, 
2 Tim. 4.18, Sayes the Apoſtle there, The Lord ſhall deliver me from 
every evil work, and will preſerve me unto his HE AVENLY King- 
dom,(Mark) he will preſerve-me not onely unto his Kingdom, but unto 
his HE AVENLY- Kingdom; An excellent Kingdom,of a Heavenly 
Nacure , nothing on Earth comparable thercunto. Therefore ſayes 
Chriſt alſo, 'Mat.5.3,10,12. Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs 
4% the Kingdom of Heaven : Bleſſed are they which are Perſecuted 
For Righteouſneſs ſake , for theirs u the Kingdom of Heaven ; Re- 


Joyce , and be exceeding glad ., for great i your reward in Heaven. | 


So that it is not onely a Kingdom , but a Kingdons of Heaven ; it is 
Not onely a Reward, but a Reward in Heaven , itis not yo a 
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Jernſelew , buta Heavenly Fernfalem , Heb.12.22. It is not vnely 
a Conntry, but a Heavenly Country , Heb.x1.16, It is not onely a 
Building ,” but a Building in the Heavens, 2 Cor.g.t, 4 City which 


. bath Foundations , whoſe Builder and Maker ts God, Heb, 11.10, 


So that rhis is the firſt thing, that beſpeaks the Excellency of this K;»g- 


dams; It is a Heavenly Kingdom , A Portion which this World is nor 


3 


' able to afford. 


2, Itisa Gloriom Kingdom, of a Kingdom of Glory , Ir is not 
onely a Heavenly Kingdom , Bur a Gloriows Heavenly Kingdom, or 


a Heavutnly Glarions Kingdom; It is not a Kingdom mixt - with 


worldly pollutions , bur ir is a Kingdom filled with Heavenly Glory ; 
It is not a vile Kingdom, attended with ſhame and diſhonour , Bur 
it is a.pretious Kingdom, full of Honcur, and G/oxy ; Ic is fuch a King- 
dom, as all the Kingdoms on Earth, are not worthy ro-be*compared 
with it for Glory and Beauty ; there's no Kingdom on Earth, fo 
Glorious,but it's mixt with ſome ſhame and concempr ; But the Saints 
Kingdom , is altogether lovely, cloathed with Glory and Majefly ; 
there is no Kingdom on Earth , ſo Beautiful , butit's mixt with ſome 
filchineſs , and .Defarmity ; but the Saines Kingdom', is altogether 
comely, full of Spendour and Beauty ; there is no Kingdom'on Earth - 
ſo pleafant, bur it's mixt with ſome filth and corruption ; but the-- 
Saints Kingdony, is alrogerher pure , full of Excelleac Brightneſs. 
Oh the Excellency and Purity of this Kingdom ! Oh the Glory, and' 
Dignicy of chis Kingdom ! who is ſufficient, co exprefle the Majelly- 
and Beauty of this Kingdom ? The tongue of Men and Angels is not _ 


able to ſpeak forth the fulneſs thereof. 


But now to- prove, F hat it is ſuch a Glorious Kingdom ſee firſt that 
faying of the Apoſile, x Theſ.2.11,12. Yew kaow ({ays Paul) how we- 
exhorted and charged every ons of you , That you would walk worthy - 
of God, why hath called you unto his Kingdom and GLORY: (Mark) 
he hath nor onely.called you to his Kingdom, but to his Kingdom and: 
GLORY ; (that is to fay ) to that Glory which'is in that Kingdom, , 


- which plaiolyſhews it is a GLORIOUS Kingdom. And furtber it ap-- 


pears, that the greateſt Glory, and the greateli Excellenoy that this 
World can AN, 15-nor ws to be ond wich the:@LORY” 
of this Kingdom ; For the Spirit of God in Scripture, dothrequent»: - 
ly call the greateſt Glory , and the greateſt Flonour: of this WorJd,:. 
But vanzty and-vexationof Spirit, and it's of no Elttemin _—_ 
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- count. of God and good Men ; but the Apoftle Pal in this Text, 
Reckons it a great Priviledge, and a wonderful happineſs, to have an - 
Intereſt in this Kingdom and GLORY ; Therefore he ſtritly charged 
thens ; to walk, worthy,or ſutable to that great Love of God,” which 
bad graciouſly called them to ſuch a GLORIOUS Kingdem; And 
furcher ſaith he © in another place, Rom.8,18. [ Reckon that the 
Sufferings of thu preſent time, are not worthy to be compared with the 
GLORY which ſhall be revealed. There will be ſuch Ineftimable 
Glory revealed , inand for the Saints , whea they enjoy this King. 
dom ; as there is nothing comparable chereunto. there is nothing here 
below worth che naming in compariton thereof, Therefore ſayes he in 
another place, 2 Cor.4.17. Onr Light affiftion , which is but for a 
moment , worketh for us a far more exceeding, and Eternal weight of 
GLORY : So that this is alſo another thing, which doch very much 
. Demonſtrate che Excellency of this Kingdom: ; Ir is not onely a Hea- 
wvenly Kingdom , but a Heavenly Kingdom of GLORY , And there 
is a Crown of Glory in it , laid up for all the Lytle Flock of Chriſt, 
x Pet.y-1,3,4. verſes. ; | 
3. Laltly, Ir is an #moveable.Kingdom,, or a Kingdom which 
cannot be moved ; It is ſuch a Kingdom as can neyer be ſhaken nor 
moved, by all the Powers on Earth ; nor ic can never be thrown 
down nor deftreyed , by all the rength in che World; All the Force 
and Violence, that men and D.vils can uſe againſt ic, can never ſhake 
nor move the Foundation of this Kingdom ; It far exceeds all the 
Kingdoms on Earth in this particular alſo: For alas, all the Kingdoms 
on Earth', are Changeable,. and Mutable, and are yery ſubjeR to 
be ſubdued, and deltroyed , by Power and Rirength ; Bur the Saints 
Kingdom, is Unchangeable, and Immurable , an Inheritance which 
fadeth not away. Alas the Kingdoms of this World are at no cer- 
_ rainty, they.are often alcering and changing in their affairs ; Sometimes. 
to one thing , - and ſometimes to another; ſometimes High and ſome- 
times Low ; ſometimes Rich, and ſomerimes Poor ; ſometimes 
Gaining , and ſometimes Loſing ; ſometimes Peace ,and ſomerimes 
War ; ſometimes Proſperity , and ſometimes Adverſity ; Alwayes 
Ebbing and Flowing ; Riſing and Falling ; Changing and Turning, 
. from one: thing to another ; Till many times, K#2gs are cycn. weary 
of their Kingdoms, And again, in the Kingdoms of this World, 
things are ſo Mutable, and fabjeQ to Change, that it's poſſible a man 
: Ke; ; Bhs may 
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may be a King to day, and a Beggar to morrow ; a man may be upon 
the Throne to day, and upon the Dunghil to tnorrow ; a man may 
be ingteat Honour to day, and in great Reproach to morrow ; yea, 

a man may be a Rxler to day,. and over-ruled himlelf to morrow : 
ſo variable and changable are even the belt things of this life : By 
which means all things here below,are but vanity and vexation of ſþ1- 
rit : But now it is not ſo in the Saints Kingdom, it's altogether Un- 
Movable and Unchangable, there's nothing can alter or change the }- 
Excellency of that Kingdom, there's nothing can ſtain the Glory,nor 
diminiſh the Beauty of that K:ngdoms, but as it is a Heavenly King- 
dom now, ſo it will bea Heavenly Kingdom for EVER; and as it 
15 a Glorious Kingdom now, ſo it will be a Glorious Kingdom for Ever ; 
and as it is full of Beauty and Majeſty now, ſo it will be full of 
Beauty and Majeſty for EVER : So that this is alſo another thing, 
which doth exceedingly proclaim the Excellency of this Kingdom ; 
Therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, Heb. 12. 28, Wherefore we receiving a 
Kingdom which cannot be MOVED, let us hold faſt Grace, whereby 
we may ſerve God acceptably with Reverence and godly Fear : ( Mark ) 
not only a K:ngdow, but a Kingdom which CANNOT be MOVED; 
not only a Building, but an ETERNAL Building, 2 Cor.5.1. not 
only a City, - but a City which hath FOUND ATIONS, whoſe Builder 

and Muker #s God, Heb, Ix. 10, not only an [zheritance, butan-* _ 
INCORRUPTIBLE Inhertance , which fadeth not away, 1 Pet, 
We | | | 


So that theſe three things ſeriouſly conſidered, ,do exceedingly _ 
diſcover. the unſpeakable Excellency of that. Kingdom, which: the E 
Saints and People of God ſhall one day receive for their Reward 
and Portios, ONES [7 2 
Fat, Itisa HEAVENLY Kingdom... 
--.-- Secondly, Itisa; GLORIOKS Kingdom... ' ., ', ;: ... 
{+ Thigdly, Itis an £NMOYV ABLE Kingdom...” |. | 
Which being--put together,” make a HEAVENLY, G LORE PE” 
OKS, UNMOV ABLE: Kingdom, - . | CPP? oF 
 Anexcellenc Hahitation, an appointed Portion, a precious Re. 2 
"ward:for the People,of God. AY ON NT; i * at: MNg x FE 
,; Þ.muchſhall ſuffice.concerning the-Exceltencyof this Kingdom it \ i 
ſelf: I ſhall-ngv game; to, tpeak ſomething concerning the-Privi- . \ 4 


ledges of God's People-in this Kingdom, and endeavour to give you 
- aglunple; ora Diſcovery of that. Glory:and Happineſs, which.che ; 
F, ME "1 ; #5 ; F q ox a Ag __ Saints, "Aus S., *. - 
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Saints ſhall be made partakers of in this Heavenly, Glorious, Unmo- 
. vable Kingdom, | 


they are dlrogetber  RIGHTEOMS withow: SIN, and they ſhallgpherit 
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- The Happineſs and Priviledges of God's People in this Kingdom, 
conſiſt in theſe two general Heads. RS | 
Firſt, A Freedom from all Exill, =” 
Secondly, An Exjoyment of all Good. Ho 
But more particularly. 

Firfl, They ſhall be all Righteous, and without Sin; they ſhall be 
altogether pure, and without ſpot; they ſhall be altogether clean, 
and without Corruption ; they ſhall be altogether Holy, and with- 
out Pollution : This is a glorious State, and one excellent Privi- 
ledge that-the Saints ſhall be made partakers of in this Heavenly 
Kingdom ; They ſhall be wholly freed from Sin and Iniquity, and 
put out of a Capacity of ever Sinning more ; Oh! this is a bleſſed 
Priviledge indeed, and much to be defired and longed after ; Oh! 
faich many a gracious Soul, IfI were but altogether free from Sin 
and Iniquity, I ſhould think my ſelf in a happy Condition indeed : 
Oh! If I were but in ſuch a State, as that I could never Sin againſt 
God, what a blefſed Condition ſhould I be in? Bur this is ſuch a 
Condition, as cannot be attained on this fide the Grave ; this is ſuch 
a Priviledge, as cannot be found in an Earthly Pilgrimage ; for a- 
las! now we are ſubje& to Sin every day, and lyable to fall into Ini-. 
quity every hour, and many Temptations offer themſelves unto 
us, and ſpread themſelves before ns , and many times occaſion 
us 'to- Sin againſt the Lord, and endanger the deſtruQion of our 
Souls : Bat now when the Saints. enjoy this Kingdom. they ſhall be 
alrogetherfre2 from Sin and Iniquity, and perfe&tly Pure and Un- 
defiled before tae Lord ; And all Temptations, and all occaftons of 


| Sin, ſhall be wholly rettioved and taken away, and they ſhall ne- 


ver be in a Capacity t6 Sin any more againſt the Lord; but they 
ſhall be all a Tree of Rrghreonſneſs, planted by the puxe hand of the 
Lord ; And there ſhall be rromore Curſe,” but the Throne of God 
and of the Lamb, ſhall be ifit ; and his'Servants ſhall Reign, and 
ferve him for Ever and Ever, Revel.22.3,5. Sec alſo, Revel.,14.5. 
eAndin their month was found no guile ; forthey are 1 :MOUT 
FAULT befort the Throm io - There's nothing of GUILT to 
be laid to their Chirge ; there's nothing of BLAME {6-be found 
2moneſt them; there's none can accuſe them of.any FAUET : Bur 
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the Land for Ever, that God may be Glorified, Iſa, 60.21, * 


This is one great Pr:vi/edge, and one Branch of that Happineſs, 


which the Saints ſhall be made partakers of in this HE AVENLY 
Kingdom, © © <] js 
But Secondly, Another is this. 

2, They ſhall be wholly freed from all Sorrow, and from all 
Trouble of what nature ſoever ; they ſhall be wholly freed from all 
manner of Grief-and Anguiſh ; from all manner of Diſtreſs and 
Miſery, and they ſhall never know what belongs to Sorrow any 
more : Alas ! how we are ſubject to much. Sorrow and Miſery, to 


much Trouble and Diſtreſs, and many diftempers of Body, and de- . 


fets of Nature, do dayly attend us ; and teveral Afflitions are 
every day ready to ſeize upon us, as Sickneſs, Lamenels, Blindneſs, 
Hunger and Cold, and many other Troubles and Miſeries,are eve- 
ry day ready to fall upon the outward man in this life, which many 
times occaſion: greatgrief and ſorrow of heart, and great trouble 
and perplexity of ſpirit, and great complainings under the burthen 
of bitter Aﬀflictions ; But now it is yot ſo in this Heavenly King- 
dom, for when the Saints receive their Portion there, then all 
Sorrow and Trouble ſhall-quite- be rentoved,: and. all occaſions of 


| Grief and Anguiſh' ſhall be wholly taken away ; and there ſhall be 


no more cauſe of Complaint under the burthen of any Aflition,nor 
116 morecauſe of Griet under the ſence of any Miſery ; for they ſhall 
hanger 10: more, nether ſhall they thirſt any wore, neither ſhall the 
Sun 1rghr on them, nor any. heat, for the Lamb which is in the mid 
of the Throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them into-Fonntains of 
living Waters ; and God thall wipe away all Tears from their eyes z 
and there ſhall be no more Death, nor no moxe Sorrow-, nor no 


m6re:Cryng:; neither ſhalk chere be any more Pain, for all ſuch . 


things fhallbepaf'd away , .andſhall never have a Being in this 
Heavenly Kingdom, Revel. 7.16;37.& 21,4. : 
| Here's ano: her excellent Priviledge, that the Saints ſhall be made 
partakers of in this glorious, Kingdoms ; they thall never any more 
taſte. of Sor50Vv;, nar. never, any; more. be acquainted with Grief ; 
they ſhaltnever any. mors be troubled with-Afiitions, nor never 
any morefall under Diſftxets;-though now (.ic may be ) they may be 
laden with, Aflictions, and burthened wh: Mitery, yet the time 
will-come; when Affliictions ſhall fly.away, and Miſery {ball be no 
mMOr232 For all Trouble ſhall b& ſwallowed up in Viftory, ard the Lord 
WT; ÞF 2 " ths * - Gad 
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God will wipe away Tears from off all Faces,and the rebuke of his Peg 
ple ſhall be wholly taken away; for the Lord hath ſpoken it Iſ25.8, 
Oh ! what an Eminent Privi/edge will this be , for poor deſpiſed 
Saints to be made partakers of ! Oh ! what a bleſſed condition will 
they bein, thatare ſubjeRs of this Glorious Kingdom | There is no 
condition on Earth ſo happy, nor ao State in the World fo Excellent, 
nor no enjoyment under the Sun , worthy to be compared with the 
leaſt Priviledge in this A eavenly Kingdoms ; there is no condition on 
Earth fo happy, bur it's ſubjeR to miſery ; there is no condition on 
Earth ſo joyful, bur its ſubjeRs to ſorrow: ; - there is.no condition on 
Earth fo pleaſant, but ic is ſubjeR to pain ; but now the Saints in their 
Kingdom , ſhall be wholly delivered from all their afflitiens, and 
ſhall never know what belongs to Trouble any more ; "They ſhall be 
wholly exempred from all their Infirmicies, and be crowned with Per- 
feRion, without any change. | 1940 < 5-114 03 1 Lb. 
So that this is another Excelleat Previledgegor a ſecond Branch of 
that Happineſs, which the Saints ſhall be made partakers of in this 
Heavenly Kimgdom. C24 11 Yang | 
” - Bur Third, Another is this. + + + 
© 3- They ſhall dwell with God and Chriſt , and ſee them Face to 
Face ; they ſhall be received into the preſence of God , and behold 
his Glory ; and they ſhall fit down in the preſence of the Lamb and 
behold his Beauty ; they ſhall be ſo much honoured by God:, and 
promoted by Jeſus Chriſt ; as to be Companions with them in Glory, - 
and dwell in their preſence continually, Here's another Excellent Pri- 
viledge , and Emninent Dignity ; which» the Saints ſhall be made 


. partakers of in this Glorious Kingdow, They ſhall not onely. be freed 


from ſhame and reproach , but they ſhall alſo be Crowned with 
Honour and Dignity-, Their 'eyes ſhall. not onely be freed from: vain 
Gohts, and: Terrible objeRs; 'bur'they ſhall alſo be* Blefled with 
Heavenly Viſions, and Sightof. God , and dwell in the preſence of 
the Lamb continually. Ir's counted a great Honour , and an Excel- 
lent Priviledge , (amongſt the Men of che World) to behold the face 
of an Earthly King , or to be admitred, into the preſenee'of a' great 
Perſon ; Bur it's connted more Honour, to be one of the Family and 
DWELL in his Preſence, and to be a Companion with Him td his 


| Honourand Dignity. But now, the Saints in their Kingdom, ſhall 
have tenfold more Honour 'and Dignity than all this; (I'mean in 


: * Reference 
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Reference to this particular, beſides all the Reſt) they ſhall have more - 
Honour , than to behold*the face of an Earthly King ; for they ſhall 
behold the face of him that is K;»g of Kings, and Lord of Lords; 
\ , they ſhall have more Honour, than to be admired into the preſence 
of a great Man on Earth , for they ſhall be admirced into the preſence 
of a Great Godin Heaven; And not onely fo, bur they hall be of. 
his Family , and DWELL with: him, and be Companions with 
him ia his Glor:os Kingdom : Therefore ſays the Plalmilt, Pſal.140. 
I 3. Surely the Righteons ſhall give thanks unto thy Name, The Upright 
ſhall DWELL in thy preſence. (Mark) it doth nor fay onely , T hey 
ſhall BE in thy preſence for a Little Time ; Bur they ſhall DWELL 
in thy preſence ; They ſhall continue and abide in thy preſence as Per- 
ſons belonged and related to thy Houſe and Family ; And they ſhall 
fit at the Table with Jeſus Chriſt, and'ſee his Face';,, and his Name 
ſhall be in their Foreheads , and they ſhall be knowa to be his ſer-" * 
vants for Ever , Revel. 22.4, Luke 22.30, Therefore fayes Chrilt, 
Joh.14.3. If 1 go toprepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto my Self, that where I am, THERE Ye may be al- 
ſo. So that ix ſeems, Where the Lord Chriſt is Exalted , there mult 
the Saints be-Exalted ;- And where the Lord Chriſt takes up his habi- 
ration , there mult the Saints be received ; And they ſhall dwell in 
his preſence, and- ſee him, as he is: Therefore ſayes the Apoſile, 
I Cor,13,12, Now we ſee through a Glaſs darkly , but then we ſhall 
ſee face to face : now we know but i » part , but then we (hall know, 
even as alſo we are known, foam: 8 T's 

\. So thatthis is alſo another Excellent Priviledge, or a third Branch 
of that Happineſs which the Saints ſhall be made partakers of in this 

Heavenly Kingdom. They, ſhall DWELL in the Preſence! of the: 
Lord, and continually behold the Majeſty of God, 5 S261 26t 
<1 "Bur Fowrthly', Another is'this_1 © + 1 
4: They ſhall be like unto Jeſus Chriſt in Splendour and Beamty.. 
Their Bodies ſhall be cloathed with glory and Majeſty, like unto the 
Body of Jeſus Chriſt, As Chriſt ig, Glorious and Beautiful, ſo::ſhall 
the Saints; be Glorious and Beautifal;; and as Chriftis fair-and comes: 
- Iy, fo ſhall the Saints be fair and ;comely, and as Chriſt. is pleaſatir 
and altogether Lovely , ſo ſhall the Saints be-pleaſant,' and alto- 
ether Lovely ; and there ſhall} be noſpot of Deformity in them, 
nor no Infirmity nor Blemiſh upon them. ; But chey. ſhall 
| ſhine 
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ſhine in Beauty , like the brighcaels of the. Firmamenc , and exceed 
. the Stars in Luſtre and Purity. Here's another Excellent Priviledge, 
and a loyely Branch of heavenly Happineſs, wonderful te confider of, 
_ and Maryellous pleaſant will ic be to enjoy the ſame, Ir's counted a 
great Honour , and a high Priviledge , amongſt the People of the 
World, to be but a litcle Adorned with Earthly Beauty, or to have 
but a comely Face, Garniſhed with a little Natural Brightnels ; yea, 
many times 1t is ſo bighly eftcemed , and counted fuch a Rare Priyi- 
ledge , as it makes.many Perſons proud , and high-minded, Becauſe 
of their Earthly Beauty , -and becauſe of a comely Face : buc alas, 
this is nothing in compariſon of that Glory and Beauty , which the 
Saints ſhall be Adorned withall, when they enjoy this Heavenly King- 
dows ; this is not worthy to be named , in compariſon of* that Purity 
and Comelineſs, which ſhall be the Saints Portion in their Pachers 
Kingdom ; they ſhall havegreater Honour, than tobe Adorned with 
Earchly Beauty , and Natural Comelineſs, for they {hall be Adorned 
with Heavenly Beauty and cloached with Celeſtial Majeſty; yea, they . 
ſhall be Equal unto the Angels for Splendour , and like unto Jeſus 
Chriſt for Glory, Therefore-fayes the Apolile, Phil.3;20,21., Onr 
Converſation in Heaven , from whence alſo we look for our Saviour 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall change onr vile Bodies, that they may 
be faſhionod like unts his GLORIONS Body ;, according to the work- 
ing, whereby he is able even to (ubdnre all things unto himſelf. 
Though:now they are vile bodies, attended with earchly-corrupri- 
on ; yet then they ſhall be precious Bodies,atrended with Heavenly 
.GLORY ; though now they are defiled Bodies , attended with-ma- 
ny Infirmicies ; yet then they ſhall be Lovely Bodies, atcended with - 
perfe& Purity, and mightily Adorned with Excellent Beauty. There- 
fore ſays Chriſt, Mat.1 J- 43» henfhalt the Righteons SHINE forth 
a the SHEN in the Kingdom of their Father, (Mark) here's glorious 
Beamy, and wondertul-Brightneſs ; | Here's | Eminent Purity , and 
Heavenly Splendour, 'the Righteous ſhall ' Shine like the SUN in the 
Kingdom of theiv Father even whilſt others are . weeping and wailing 
inn Purnace.of Fire. Oh.-what unſpeakable Glory , and: Excellent 
Majefly is here prepated:, for poor deſpiſed contemprible Creatures! 
Oh how happy and bleſſed, will all thoſe be, that ſhall be counced 
worthy of this Kingdom and Glory / All the Pleaſure and Glory on 
Earth , is not worthy 26 be compared with one Branch of this _ 
oil] . Fan 
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able to Parralle] the leaſt Glimpſe of this Heavenly Glory. See one 
notable Text more for this , and fo I (hall leave this Particular, and 
proceed to another, x Joh.3.2. Where the Apoſtle is giving a ſbort 
diſcovery of the Honour and Dignity of the Samts, both here, and 
hereafter ; Beloved (faith he) now we are the Sons of God , and it 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be: (Mark) Though we have (> 
much Honour and Dignity conferred upon us now at preſent, as to 
be called the Sons of God, and though the Lord is pleated to extend 
his goodnefs fo far towards us, now at preſent, as to make us-his Chil- 
dren by che Spiric of Adoption , yer, it doth not yer appear what we 
ſhall be, and yer this is ſuch a wonderful Priviledge, as it makes che 
Apoſtle exceedingly "Admire at the Conſideration thereof ; Crying 
our, BEHOLD what MANNER of Love is THIS, that we ſhould 
be called the Sons of God | He was mightily filled with-Adiniration, 
ro conſider of rhis wonderful Dignity z bur yer for all this , i: dorh 
-ot yet appear, what we ſhall be; for.we know, that when be ſhall 
appear , we ſball be LIKE him : (Mark) we ſhall be like unto Jef 
Chriſt , Bleſſed as he is Bleſſed, Beautiful, as he is Beautiful, Glori- 
ous, 2s he is Glorious ; Every way Adorned with Heavenly Happi- 
neſs like unto Jeſus Chrift, | 

This is alto another Excellent Priviledge, gr a fourth Branch of 
that Happineſs, which tte Saints ſhall be made parcakers of ; in this 
Glorions Kingdom. | 
| Fefthly, Another is this, - 

5. They ſhall have wonderful Glorious Company , and bleſſed 
Society ; they ſhall be continually honoured with Heavenly Com- 


pany , and bleſſed with Glorious CI The meaneſt , and 
lorious Angels. - 


worlt of their Companions , ſhall be Bleſſed and g 
Though now it may de, they are ſo much deſpiſed by che World ,, as 
that, they are not counted worthy to dwell in. the Sociery of wing 
Men-, yer they are ſo much honoured by the Lord, as thar they (Mall 
one Day be counted worthy to dwell in the Soctery of Bleſſed An- 
; ge. THEY ſhall be their meaneſt Companions, This is another 
lorious Previledge,& excellent Digniry,for the Pegple of God un this - 
Feavenly Kingdom , they ſhall noyer haye cauſe to complainof their, 
Compaty,nor never haye cauſe ro be my of their Society; for their 
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meagelt Company ſhall be glorious Angels , «and their worſt Sony : 2 
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40 © A Glorious Portion for Deſpiſed Saints, 
ſhall be Heavenly Spirits : And indeed this is a Priviledge, which 
is very acceptable, and delightful unto God's People, and highly 
eſteemed: and much to be defired amongſt good men now upon 
earth, (1 mean godly Society ) for indeed theſe that truly fear God, 
| do'count it a great Priviledge to enjoy the Society of good People ; 
and would reckon it a'great Happineſs, to be whoſly and altogether 
freed from evil company, that they might alwayes enjoy-the So- 
ciety of godly People : Therefore ſaith David, Pal. 16, 3, My 
goodneſs extendeth xot only unto thee, ( O Lord ) but uno thy Saints, 
ed excellent ones, in whom 15 allmy DELIGHT, But now in this 
Heavenly Kingdom, they ſhall not only have the Society of Saints, 
and enjoy Communion one with another, without any mixture of 
Evil ; But they ſhall alſo enjoy it with Go®,and fellowſhip with 
Jeſus Chriſt, and have the Society of blefled and glorious Angels ; 
Therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, Heb.12.22,23. Ye are come unto Mount 
Sion, ard unto the (ity of the living God , the Heavenly. Teruſalem, 
' aud to an innumerable Company of ANGELS ; to the general Aſſem- 
bly, and Church of the Firjt-born, and to God the Fudge of all, and to 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfett, Here's Glorious Company, and 
Heavenly Society ;” here's pleaſant Companions., and beautiful JF. 
Partners ;. here's honourable Equals, and lovely Obje&s, and all * $ 
to attend the People of God, to encreaſe their Happineſs in their . T 
Father's Kingdom, ® 
So that this is alſo another excellent Priviledge, or a fifch Branch 
of that Happineſs, which the Saints ſhall be made partakers of in 
this Heavenly Kingdom. | | 
| S:xthly, Another is this. - | > 
6. They ſhall have fulneſs of unſpeakable Joy, -and fulneſs of 
- Glory and Hippineſs ; they ſhall be- exceedingly filled with Glad- 
neſs, : and wonderfully crowned with Pleaſure ; they ſhall not onl 
be freed from Sorrow and Trouble, but they ſhall alto be filled with. 
Joy and Rejoycing ; they ſhall not only be Led from Pain and Mi- 
{ery, - but they ſhall alſo be filled with Delight and Pleaſures ; they 
ſhall not only be freed from Grief, and exempted from Miſery, but 
they ſhall. alſ6 be exceedingly filled with Comfort, : and..crowned 
with Happineſs ; they ſhall have Beauty for Aſhes, Joy for Sorrow, 
 _ Pleaſure fforPain, wo ha Shame, Honour arid Dignity, for Re= 
1 Y proach and Contempt, the garment of Praiſe, for the ſpirit of He- 
4. vineſs 7 that" every way they may be crowned with ſulneſs of Joy, 
45a | JE? ,- : | *. 
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and unſpeakable Glory; according to-thar ſaying of.the Plalmift, © > 
'Is thy Freſties 5 POLE Ef Fojy ant wiabyrighohind ave Plea 

ſaresfor evermare!' 02 i 97 $30 D015 SMMLLC ut; r flatff] £0 
Oh !-'the excellent?Priviledpe, and wonderful Happindſs.of 20d's 
People; Oh!' how blefled are all thbſe thar ſhall be Counted wot- 
'thy'to enter ints this Glorious Kingdom: Whois able torexpreſs the 
Happineſs of Heavenly Subje&ts? Therefore' ſaith: the 'Pſalmaiſty 
Pſal: 3.19. Oh!': how groat)is thy Goodneſs, whuch thou baſt Jard up 
for then that fear thee ; whichthou dp wrong :for thews that truſt ive 
him? -( Mark) what unſpeakable language the Pſalmiſt makes uſe of 
in theſe words, he is not able:to expreſs the great Proviſions that 
the Lord hath laid up-in ſtore for /tis Saints ; Therefore ſaith he, 
'Oh 1 how greats thy Goodneſs, winch thix haſt laid up forthe that 
fearthee-2 He wants-a tongue to expreſs it; and therefoje his heart 
admires it. See alſo a notable ſaying of the Apoſtle, x Cor? 2. 9. 
'Where it is thus written, Eye-bath not ſeen, wor Ear bath not beard , 
-neithiy hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive, the things which 

God bathiprepured for thei that love-bens: if Mark: ) Here's wonder» - 
7. ful things prepared} :here*cunſþedkible Glory: proyided ;;'Eye: hath 
'Þ not-ſeew' (faith the Apoltle ) rhrthingrnhath od bath prepared; and 
$7 _ yet the Eye of an hath ſeen many glorious things, and hath beheld 
T many wonderful ObjeRts, and emunent ſhews, full -of Delight and 
[Pleaſure ;- but yerithe Eye of man hath notſeemSUCH -Things, -as 
- God hath prepared for his'People :;But firthEr,,Ear-harh not hrard; 

_  ._  yetwhat wohderful;trangeand excellent thitigs}] hath been repor 

pb * redts the Ears of man ? . Yea, the Ear many times tnay hear ,- that 
, Which the Eye never hath ſeen; but yet the Eat never-heardof ſuch 

Things, as the Lord hath /aid wp for bis SAINTS 3, But yer further, , 
8 Nether ther hathiireaertd into the\ betrt of mait tacencezwe;; Net What un- 

F - ſpeakuble things>may the hearrof manicenceivers ir felf?.;. What . -- 

x - plorrous-andiexcelenc Ro the Imagin& : 

-cions of the heart > .Yea,the heart may fancy to itſelf, things which 

care impoſſibleits be;-and/things which cannot be uttered ; the hean * | 

k —— thatawhich theiEyes never :{ary, mor ithe: Ear: never 22 

2 pobareger:the::Heatr bf ingn cannot comcerzer SUCH Things, —M 

las the-Lord h#thptovided; iprepared, andlaicup'inftorefor therh © _ 24 

© 4 that love him+: Thetongue.of men andAngyels/are notableto6'ex= , = 

4 preſs the'FULNES of t at Joy, the GREATNES- of thatGlory,  -_ {4 {1 

| -- . the incomparable Happineſs of ons in-their. Kingdoms 5; NE 3 
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Joy: inCBicatureavn Earcb,-are dutSorrow. and Miſery, in com- 
pariſowof this. Heaveuly Jay inche Sims. Kagtoms . TING Glay 


= to Earth, is but Shame and Contempt, in.compariian 


Gloryior Heayed |: Ail-the Happinels,\thayxcen; he enjoyed pon: 
' the eps is'bur Vanity: :and Trouble , inicomparifon .&þ-the:fwear 
and heavenly Happineſs in-the Kingdom af Glory 2 Qh1, how: may 
this 1ejoyce.and make gladthe ſpizits of. Saimnsg //58 
Portion theiriFither's\ Kiwgdomt 1 :Qink {bem marhie raviluand 
Ackngthenv ee hearts.d6 Gods Phopleydainhank low, 
that he houkd extend his grace.atd yaddpels (Ofararyards MeChile | 
dren; as tonake them/Herrs of a Glorious: Kingdom. and{toWB. 
chem with unſpealli ce Jopand epnee, ov bit 16:10 20d 511 
$6 tharithig4$axjot Excdilont: Priviledgy q\ oral beincher 
thar' Happinets which the \Rinqacbaldangay inthew Hathors\Ki 
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MEM Een ae Gadinr uh {my 
niry-z 'They: fhall-glwiyes- bboundrin- -tulneſx 10f- Jy Q and \NCVET 
ni y Ty of theirunfpeakable Plency. 

"This is tharwhich. doth eminently and chiefly. demonfirate:the 
Excellent Happinels ef the Saints in: gras (Glory; farkf 
- they:Werets neves fo-much:Glory and Happintfs,.A 
fo much. Joy an ind Blededneſs': yo :this Neae:$0idondihae-but 

Þ 0s rr time; ora erhe-hnle, "ch enindeed it Would not be alto- 

ther ſo muchiworth the ; ; but the, Glory and Happineſs of 

Saints:in this h | Kin apodangly for: 5 nr 

|þ = for ever.and ewer $/46:the! L 
and NEVERkave anvend arte ha poreandwnichb_tinnd: 
tuft, ſothey ſhall be pure and iwithauqg fy for BYER; asalicyſhall 
-be fxeedfrom ſorrow.and trouble at firit; forbeyTſball be! from, 
ſorrow.and - trouble for EVER; as they. ſhall dwell with Gad and 
| «6ſt ſauhey ſhall dell vidaGagand Guiſt"for EV pon | 


- "4 Ghriny | Fein for rang HB 
and gpjoythe ſag: of glorieur Angela teall, "Fhexe's | 
er Eran Ig  - 
. EU; UIINg tHe! auy9! if) 20 4 
a able Puiyiledge is this where 48 there ſuch.z durable baby y: "I 
this warld, 9x whede is. there ſuatia refting-placean gantht b 
far tk eglaryofgawgile do chancÞteclomba ypan) a perignes. 
preſent, and riches and honours do ſeem to encrealey;: all.1s foyaty 
gar) yord: there's no confidence ts be pyt.prrheir laſting : 
world ;caay; ſoon they 4: Geng; Feder nee. 1 ps bo 
que cnn gy fame! ging dag A 
ps all; Ma quell 
Saks Aw adage why aWay,;and fo provure great Ugly 
ble __ vexation of ſpirit.But noyrinndas King \LI-cheir Hap; 
| ——_— are ETERNAL,and ſhall NEVER 
& :{{Ebeic argy—arvr ar &LWAYES compleat, 
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portion: 6f Righteouſyeſs ſhall be Peace,and. the.effe&.thereof AS- 

SURANCE. farEVER. Therefore ſaygs Gf Me.25.46:T he 
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LASTING" Eft, Ma! £9.59: They Thalt rioronty hive: Alivins 
mrs and a plentiful reward f6r M1 cheir lofles'und crofles'in this 
ife ; but their f —_ ſhalt bs an EVERLASTING Portion,” and 
their Reward ſhall continue"for ever” aud ever.” Therefore ſayes the 
. Apoſtle; Gat: 6-8. Hi that ſownth to the'fleſh; ſhall of the fleſhre, 
corruption © bit he that Tous tothe Spirit, Jhal of the S piret #oup L 
E VERL ASTIN G.-' 

Here's an Excellent Pviviledge, and a wonderful Portion hete's s 
a bleſſed Reward, and a happy Inheritance-: who. is able toexpreſs 
the Heavenly happineſs of 'glorified Saints, im'this-eternaland- an- 
moveable Kingdom ?- They ſhall ' nor only: be fitleth witty 5 Joy, and 
crowned with Sloty, but they ſhall ſo conrigne for ver ienbvoty, and 
enjoy the ſame to all ETERNITY, 

So that all theſe things ſeriouſly confidertld: do! exceedingly 
difcoyer the wonderful _—_— 'which-the' Saints ſhall be: made 
partakers of m this heaven Im of: gloty;!'n. 2 <1 / 

*Confider all” rhefe! branches bliefly in order ; -togerher, znd. then 
judge whether you have nor'grear' cauſe” to:admire the goodneſs of 
God towards his now Deſpiſed Saints and People. Although indeed, 
all that I have ſpoken _— is but a glimpſe (as1t were) of 

-that Gloiy and Happineſs which't ray nr when they ſhall 
come to receive the fulneſs bf. it in'theit Fathers Kingdom, FIR 
| But yet ina Glaſs Behold their Happinels. i 
Firſt, They thall dwell in. a. heavenly, FE Rm, unmoveable 
Ki dom 
_* Seely, They ſhall be lrogerher holy and pare, withour fin and 
on They Mall be vitolly freed | Froal af manner of ſorrow 
Ws crouble, of whatnatute ſoever./ -*-* 

Fourthly, They ſhall dwelt inthe" reſerice-of God, and of the 
Lam, andiſee them face to face | behold their Glory.- 

of ifebly ;They ſhall have glotibas bodies;full'of \plendorand, beau- 
Tr unto Jeſus Cheidic't go:it o@e'on ol TP | 

S:xthly, They ſhall have altogether'gl goriois company, and bteſ- 

thall be heavenly Angels. | 
-  Seventhly, They ſhall have fulneſs: of unſpeakable) Joy, ark be. 
Sr crowned with unſpeakable happineſs.*'c + | 
by, "And all this ſhal-be etemal;'eves forever-and edu. 
Oh ror oy that the Lard j is 1; pong bleſſed are Oy char 4 
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"This having'given you la dilcovery ( in ſome meaſure ). of that 
Glory and Happineſs whick:the Saints thall enjoy 'in their Fathers 
Kingdom. I Thall now come'to. make a little Uſe or Application 
of this comfortable DoRrine, and ſo conclude this Heavenly 
-* Well then, is it ſo, That God is pleaſed to provide and;prepare 
a Kingdom for his People ? Then 1n the next place, by way of Diſ- 
| Covery, - this will ſerve to diſcover two things to us concerning the 
People of God. Be Gt (3 | | 
-- Firſt, Ttdiſcovers the excellency of Gods People ; for if it be ſoz 
That the Lord hath prepared ſuch an excellent Kingdom for his 
People, and accounts them worthy to enjoy ſuch an excellent Re- 
ward: Oh! then it muſt needs be true, that the People of God 
arean excellent People, and that they are wonderful high in Gods 
eſteem. - And if it beſo, that the People of God ſhall be crowned 
with Glory, and cloathed with 'Majeſty in a heavenly Kingdom : 
Oh ! then ir: muſt needs be true, that the People of God arera'glo- 
rious People, and wonderful precious in Gods account. And if it 
be true, thatthe People of God ſhall: be counted worthy to: dwell 
tn his preſence, and behold:his Glory ; then it appears, that the 
Shs -Gced are an honourable People, and wonderful famous in 
the hight of God': Thoagh'(itmay be ). they-are much deſpiſed and 
trampled under foot by the men'of this-World ; yet be it known un- 
to-all, "That there's none in the world ſo excellent as they : And 
though they are much reproached and branded with ſhame by the 
men of'tlie world, yet of a'truth; there is. none in-the world. ſo glo- 
rious as they: And though they're counted the. filth and -the off- 


CF IL8 ; A "7 £ - i £ ; CE 44 hab ad - "ITY _— OE” , c . Fr 
* © aq 6 6s BE 2g +4 hana RN RE 2 Far nn. "E800" WE EL II "PE . 
; "of Re Wt a Ws. 2-e 0 Bye. 
Af G19FIOUS nfs ants. - 

g = "bp \ 3 - < +2 
% -£ 
: 
H 


I, 


ſcouring of the world, by ungodly people; yer there is-none in- the + 


world {o- honourable as they : For pray conſider, The pooreſt -and 
meaneſt of Gods People are Princes of Heaven; and they that. 
are'moſt deſpiſed, are now Heirs of a glorious Kingdom, and joint 
heirs with-Jefus Chriſt, It's: counted: a great honour and dignity 
amongſt men;'t0 bean-earthly Priffce, or 'an Heir: to. an earthly 
Kingdom; and he that is Heir to an earthly Crown. is counted 
an excelfent Perſon, and worthy ef: honour and great reſpe& : But 
the meaneſt of Gods People are far more excellent-than he,for:they 
arealtthe SonSandt Daughters ofthe living: God, and! Heirs with 
Chriſt to/# [8@venly Crown :andKingdom. -And hey aje ſo lavely 
and hohourable"in'the ſight 'of God, /as:that he accounts hh mo 
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Jewels, andeficems themihis pecatiar Treaſure, and tenders them. | 
+ 8s:-he tenders the Apple of his own Eye. This is fuck an honour and 
) dignity, as/all the Kings 6n eatthaze-not able-40 neach unto, nor al 
' the Princes &:great ineaundet the Sun are atit able to-clayn an 1+ 
tereſt in ſuch an Excellent Priviledpe : 1 mean,not by vertue of heir 
earthlyporer and greattieſs,[exceprithey ate fack as belong iq che 
number of Saints, and ſoinveſted with glary from Heaven. There- 
fore the meanelt Saimt in the' world, is tar mare excellent and no- 
nourable than the greateſt Monarch on Eaxth : Therefore ſayes Da- 
val, Pſal.16. 3. Ady* [gaodudſs oxtendtth- entainto-thee © Lerrd, but to 
the henate ar thexarthy mnibto SELIG whom 7 \ 
my dclight.:But as toucbing the wicked; this 15 as: BARE 3 
 Cermming THEM : Dogs have conpaſſed me. ye afſerabi] of the 
wicked have incloſed me, they are altaget ber :became filthy avd, abawwna- 
ble; their POYSON. # bke the. POYSOM of a SERPENT;;3.2heg 
are Wkgthe deaf ADDER, andube; firhy BOAR. 'ThereforeL will 
not mew a witked perſon, but Livilliay unio:them;Depes from mes 
ye evil doers, for I will keep the Cammandements of my God. Fromphenge 
you may obſerve ; That wicked perfons (though never fo great an 
the eyes of the world) are leathiome and»abominable perſons, and 
veryconteinptble in the eyes of gbad:men; but}the meanclt aunt 
is excellent and honourable, and wery pretious, both inthe fight of 
God,-and in the account-of his: People. Therefore: little do the 
fooliſh world think what they do, when they meck and reproach-the | 
People of God: Andwhen ay fupron to perſecuteand afflitthe 
Saints, they little: think that ithe Lord:takes it a5 done umo him- 
ſelf zandwhen they villifie and abuſe. i ſuch:as are goily, they liutle 
think thar:they are a trampling under foot the, Jewels Bf (20d, and 
fighting againſt the Lord :...Oh!: what enmuy do fuch/poor ſouls 
manifettagainſi the-God of, Heaven? Oh ! howicontrary and oppo” 
fite ſuch perfons are to:the)livirig) God?i Fox:pray conſider, rhey;hate 
thom, burad loves them ;. they reproach them, but -6d;hopgurs 
them; they abuſe them, burt®God [vindicates:! thei; ahey-alllict 
- them;bur-Gad cothfot:s them; they frown; upois them, & pronounce 
thim curſed, but: God ſmiles upon them, and proclaims-chem ,bleſ- _ 
ſed:;they:tob and-ſpoyle them;:and endeavour. 'to. deprive them of . 


__. theircartlilpbeing; but God cakes care of thenhg anddaigfiggahgir 


ſouls with tns gdodnels, rand: willione ;dayipowhchemWich a;hea 
- venly Kingdom, : Thus ihe-Perfecutors of | SewrdoJet; themfelyes 
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before they come to theix. C 
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kent, Glorious, and-Honourabl 


e People. * 
pre ff ep Tuget But, Secondly. - 


n 


God.are net only an Excellent People, but al 


enjoy, for:Strangers.and thex., 


rowful hearts: of many ſuffering.Saints, and. bea 
the midſt of Tryals'?: To:co 


hates them, yer ill the Lord! loves:them ; 
prived (ae. may. be):Erom friends and relati 
mtereſtin: 


1s, yerfullibey ha 
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the mighty God of Jacob.  - 
76 ol ab fn Gelcumy ter ent 
kent and bonowrable. And' all this1s chetr, priviledge now ip-this 
— C Kiredom: No whos: 


als 


: tha&/thang 7 Is jt 
enemy, yetAiiliche: Lard is: their friend ; And though. 1 Woe 

are.de- 
freng: $illlthey have an. 
God, andihe is-theis Faibex, .and be is able to make up. = 
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© Sothatthis is the firſt thing that I gather from this Dorine of 
the Kingdom: It informs us, that the People of God are an Excel- 


| _;04 Te, di covers the Happineſs" of Gods People: The People of 
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4s 4 Glorious Portim' for \Deſpiſed Saints, | 
the loſs of any relation : And though they may want earthly enjoy- Wh 
ments and worldly pofſeſhons, yer ſtill they are rich in Promiſes , | 
'and Heirs of a Kingdom, and the'Lord hath preparedan everlaſting | 
.Portion for them. Therefore now, theſe 'things - conſidered, .dor 
exceedingly 6iſcover the happy condition-of Gods People, whilſt 
they are here on earth in their Pilgrim-ſtate, beſides that fore- . 
mentioned glory prepared-for them in Heaven ; for thoſe that can L 
claim an. intereſt in this heavenly Portion, are abundantly happy, | 
and continually bleſſed ; for its an excellent Fountain, full of ſpiri- 
tual refreſhment and ſoul-fatisfaRion' in the worſt of 'tronbles : 
Therefore you ſhall find that our Saviour Chrift doth abundant! 
proclaim them blefled under this very conſideration, ar, . Bleſ. ' Þ 
ſed are the poor in ſpirit , for theirs #s the Kingdom: of Heaven : ; 
Bleſſed are they that mourn ,- for they ſhall. be' comforted : Bleſſed 

are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God : Bleſſed are they which are* 
perſecated for righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven : 

Bleſſed are ye bs 2s men ſhall revile you, and ſay all manner of evil © 
againſt you falſly for my ſakg, for GREAT # your Reward in HE A- 

VEN. £$o thatit ſeems, the conſideration of their future Reward in 

the Kingdom of Heaven, is that which proclaims thein bleſſed and 
happy now.upon earth. Though in a mourning condition, : yet in a 

blefled condition; Though in a perſecuted ſtate, yet in a BLESSED 
Rate : whatever their condition 1s, yet. they are bleſſed, becauſe "I 
their Reward is great in the Kingdom of Heaven; Bens 29) 
? So that this is the ſecond thing, that I gather from this Heavenly 
Sy Do&rine ; It informs us that the People of God are a bleſſed and - 
| happy People. Thus much for the firſt #ſe; by way of Diſcovery. 
* +. But Secondly, by way of Examination. - 

2, #ſe. Isit ſo, that the Lord hath prepared a- Kingdom for his 
People ? Then tet USſerioufly examine, whether” WE have an In- 
tereſt in this Kinzdommor.ins 2 Let US ſearch and- try, whether WE 
have any thing to do with this Heavenly Portion ? Or whether WE 
have any ſhare in this Glorious Reward, or no? For pray conſider 
3 feriouſly, what will it profit us'to hear of 'a Glorious Kingdom pre- 
_ i, _ pared for the Saints, if we have no part fior portion'there ?:Or what 
3 wilt it benefit uis-to hear of the gloxy arid happineſs bF/ Saints in the 
Kingdom of Heaven , if if do- not belongto us 3''Alas it will avail 
”__. - us nothing to heat of theſe things, nor'to_ talk of theſe things, /ex- 
|, ceptweolr ſelves have an ititereſt in them;and can call them urns 
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© RE TX Clarion Portion for Deſpiſtn Saints, os 
It will do us little good, t6 hear of the Saints kiappineſs : if weour 

. ſelves are miſerable : Therefote I i on us take heed, and dili- 
gently examine how it.is'with us, leſt any rgot of bitterneſs ſpring 
up in our ſouls and defile us, and make us" unfit for this Glorious 
Kingdom; for no unclean thing, nor no uncighteous perſon ſhall 
ever inherit this Heavenly Kingdom. There's none ſhall be bleſ- 

-]- ſed with the viſions of God, in the Kingdom of Heaven, but ſuch as 

have clean hands, and a _ heart, and are cleanſed from fin and 
iniquity: There's none hall receive the Kingdom which cannot 
be:moved, butſuch-as ſerve God- acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear : 'Fhere's none ſhall dwell in the preſence of God in his 

iy: Heavenly Habitation, but ſuch as are humble and upright in con- 

! | verlation: There's none ſhall be happy in Heaven, but ſuch as are + 
holy and heavenly minded on earth; for without heirneſs no man ſhall 
ſe God ; and to be carnally minted 15 degth, but to be. ſpiritually minded 

is life and prace.” Therefore let ws not flatter our ſelves with vain 

fancies, nor ſatisfie our ſelves with a bare profeſſion of Godlineſs, 

nor proclaim'peace and ſafety to our ſelves with finin our boſoms ; 
for if we. do, we ſhall be decerved and undone for ever, For God can- 
not be mocked, but whatſoruer a man ſoweth, that he ſhall alſo Reap : 

And his ſervants ye are to whom you yeeld obedience. Therefore ſayes 

7, .. Chriſt, Not every one that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the King- 

F - XL dom of Heaven, but he that doth the will of my Father which # in Hea- 
ven, ( Mark ) Notevery one that profeſſeth his Natge and calls 
him Lord; but he that lives, in obedience to the, Will of God: There 
muſt be a walking with God, as well as a talking of God 3" There 
muſt be a DOING the Will of God, as well as a SPEAKING the 
Will of God. It 1s not enough to ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt is our Lord, 
but we muſt make ic appear by our cps ond by our obedient con- 

. verſations , that he '1s Lord of our hearts; and that he Ryles and 

Reipns in-onr Souls; for there are a great many that can call Jelus 

Chrift Lord, Loyd, with their tongues, and yet work iniquity with 

= their hands, and intend miſchief in their hearts : But alas! ſuch 

| ſhall never find acquaintance with God at the laſt day, nor never be 

entertained, nor received into this Heavenly Kingdom ; For every 

one that names the Name of. Chriſt muſt depart from: iniquity ,* and ab- 
hor that which i3.evil , or elſe they muſt expe& to be denyed by 

Chrift, and to depart out of his'preienes, as workers of iniquity ; 

and all their profeſſion will be (plan guns Coung them any good, as 
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go! 4 Glnriou Portion for Deſpiſet Severe, 

it will rather riſc up; in Judgement ageivſt them, and ca: <5 Þ 
:them at the laſt day : Fhcietore ic highly \concerns 88 all to exa. 
mine ſeriouſly how che zaſe ſtands with us, ,and to give; all dikegence 
od 


3 to makg our Calling and. Eleton ſure, by av humble walking. mah G 

Z and by a conftant pexieveringin the plure Wayes of he ont wi 
ſhould deceive qyx owa ſouls, and mits;of-.hig.Gloztqus, Reward in 

. this Heavenly Kingdom, ot ot EI CE ne 

. And if upon Examination we find quy ſelves to be. in Gods. way, - 

Randing upon a ſure foundation, then we may xejoyce.in'the —_ 
neſs of -God, and ſatisfic our ſouls at this Beavcgly Founmin g and 
fo long as we cenzinuefaichful roGodinputity of ſaul;we may chal- 
lenge an intereſt in thisHeavenlyPortian,and call theKingdam and 
all 1ts glory ours ; and all the Promiſes of Gud in Chriſt Tefws, are Tea, 
axd Amen to iy that bythem we mighe be waged 12, continue and 
perſevere in Holineſc and, Righteouſreſoal thy dave of aan ever, r9chs 
praiſe and, glory of hun who hath.called us to this Heavenly Kingdoms, . © 


+ 


But now. give me leave to intexmix a word of Caution inzo this 
Uſe of Examination, and that is this. : If, upan right ,Examinatian, 
we find that we have anintereſtan this Glorious Kingdom, Then 
ler us take heed that we do.not turn afidg out of the wayes.gf Cad, 
and xravelagain in tha paths. of 1nuquiry, and ſolole our intereft, 
and he deprived of that Kingdom. which ance we had a rightunto, 
Let us take keed that the Devil do not. beguile us with is golden. 
baits of finandiniquity, and ſo pob us, of our Heavenly Pottian, E 
Letys:take heed that wedo not fell our Heavenly. Birth-right fora = 
little worldly pattage, nor change.oux Heavenly Kingdorn for a, lit- 
tle-carthly profic or worldly advantage © Þ ſay, et us take heed of 
theſe things, leſt zhere ſhould ſpring up. fame t of Bitterneſs tn 
our ſouls, and cauſe usto depart from the living God, and gneve 
his holy Spirit with our evil wayes, -and giye hun oceaſion to ſwear 
an his wrath, That we ſhall xever enter wtothis Heavenly Reſt ; for 
is not every one that begins well., But he what, endures to rhe END - 
4 ſhall beſaved; not every one.that follows Jeilis Chrilk for a little ſea- 
b- ſon , and ſo leave Him; that ſhall receive the Reward, Rut be that | i 
E  comtinaes and abideth faithful unto DEATH, ſhall receive the Crown of 
Life ;it is notevery.one that begins tofight well, . that ſhall ohtain *© 
the prize, Bat he-that overcometh ſhall ph all things, Therefore 
let us take heed that we do not grow weary of well doing, and ſo. faint be- 
:fore-we Reap : Neither let us give place to the Devil,leſt he deprive 
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u$of our Eternal Harveſt, and plunder us'of our Heavenly Trea- 


fuxe,/but ler us continue and porſevereall our dayes in the work ” 
and forvice 6f our-Heavenly Father, and never tarn again 'unto-fol- > 
ty : for'Alas, wehad better never begin well, except we continue 


fo; and-erid: well ;- For if after we have eſcaped the pollutions of th 
world, through the knowledge of Teſs eh pd are —_ res 
therein and overcome, then-owr latter end will be worſe than our begin= 

ws; for ut had been better for us, never to have KNOWN the way of 
Rightrowſneſs, than after we have kyown it ts turn the holy Coms- 
wandmwont dots 


otruered unto m8, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 2x, Therefore now let us ' 


take our laſt leave of every evil work, and wholly apply our ſelves 
to the werkand fervice of God, and make it our meat and drink 


to do the Will of our Heavenly Father - And as the Lord hath cal- 


te&us to a Heavenly Kingdom, -ſo let us exerciſe our ſelves in hea- 
venly things, and be no more inlove with the beggerly things of 
this life., but letus alwayes be found: ating ſuitable to our Profeſ- 
fion, and walking in fic ways as become thoſe that are Heirs of 
a Glorious Kingdom, confeffing that we are but Strangers and Pil- 

uns hexe oxeattly, having our affections eftranged from the things 
of 'this world ; That we-may dechare plainly, that here we have no 


_ continuing City, but we ſeek one to come, that ſo in all things we 


0 he: ar our Heavenly-Profettion, and walk worthy of God, who 
hath called us to his "x" and Glory, alwayes remembring the 
counſel of the Apoſtle, Heb. 12. 28 Fhereftre we-necerving a King- 
dom nhioh cannot bo moved; let us hold faft Grace, wheveby we may ſarve 
Ged geceptably with reverence and godly fear. | | 
Thus much for the ſecond uf, by way of Examination, inter- 
Mixtwith a word of Caution, . \ 
Bur Thurdly, by way of Encouragement, _. 

'3. #ſe. Tvitfo, that the Lof: is pleaſed to provide and prepare 
ſuch a Glorious Kingdom for his People?Oh then, this may-mightily 
CNeOurage us to hold out in a time of Tfyal, and to continue faith- 
ful for'God in a ſuffering day; Oh! the conſideration of this bleſ- 
fed Reward may exceeds Tepriet us under Sufferings, and make 
us valiantfor God in a day of Trouble, and ballance all oppofitions 
whatſoever ; ſor whatever we ſuffer 6r undergo for Chriſt, will be 
nothing in campariſon of the Glory that ſhall be revealed for us in 
this Heavenly Kingdom : whatever we loſe for Chriſt, ſhall be ex- 


H2 


__. 
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great advantage ; whateve difficulties we. | 
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52 A Glorious Portion for Deſpiſed Sainte, - 
are expoſed unto for God , ſhall be wonderfully requited in this 
Kingdom of Glory. Oh | how may this bear up our ſouls in Trou« 
ble, and make us rejoyce under all our ſufferings? Oh! how 
this greatly encourage us to run with patience the Race that is ſet 
before us, and lightly efteem the ſtorms and Ryles that lye in qur 
way 2? for conſider, What can we ſuffer here, that is. worth. the na- 
ming, if we compare it with this Recompence of Reward ? Art thou 
in Trouble? well be content, it is but fora while, and:this King- 
dom will eaſe thee;” and thou thalt never bein Trouble any. more, 
Art thou in Sorrow? well, endeavour to- be cheerful, remember, ;x 
thy Fathers Kingdom there u fulneſs of Foy, and there thou ſhalt be 
eternally happy. At thou deprived of worldly poſſeſſions, and ſo 
expoſed-to hunger and want ? well, be of good. cheer, ſtill chou art 
| Heir toa Heavenly Kingdom , and there thou ſhalt never hunger 

any more. Art thou in danger of loſing thy life for the ſake of 
ChriRt > well, be it ſo, part with itfreely , this Kingdom will-make 
amends for all, thou ſhalt be ſureto find it again, -and be crowned 
with Life Ecernal._ Oh! who then would part with this Heavenly 
Kingdom for a little outward eaſe and bodily advantage,whick may - 
la bur for a day ? who. then would leave and forſake this Eternal 
Reward, to avoida little temporal Trouble, 'and turn their backs 
upon a Glorious Kingdom, to eſcape a few light afflitions > Who 
then would change this infinite Portion, for a little trifling vanity, 
and ſell this eternal Inheritance for that which profiteth not? but ra= 
ther let's be encouraged to continue faithful in our Teſtimony for 
God,-whatever it may coſt us ; and let's lift up our heads with Joy, 
and be exceeding cheerful under all our perſecuting Troubles ? for 
whatever our condition is, yet till our Kingdom-Portion remains 
firm and ſure without corruption, and can neverbe taken away from 
us, unleſs we deprive our ſelves Vf it , by gur finning againſt 
the Lord. - | | : W-- 

You ſhall find, that this very, conſideration did exceedingly en- 
courage the primitive Chriſtians in the Apoitles dayes, to hold out 
With jpy under all their ſufferings: ſee thar notable inſtance, Heb. 
IO. 32, 33, 34. where the Apoſtle is pucting of them in mind of 
their former great and grievous ſufferings,and commending of them 
A for their excellent behaviour under them : But call to remembrance 
\./ - (ayes the Apolile) the former dayes, in which after ye were illunina- 
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ing-flock, both by. reproaches and affiit;ons.; and partly whilft ye be” 
S jun a9. ang them that were ſo uſed ; for ye hat compaſſion of me 
8% my bonds, and took, joyfully the ſejlng of your goods, Here was 2 


oreat ſtorm of afflitions., and abundance of ſufferings, that befel - 
theſe poor primitive Chriſtians in their journey towards Heaven. 


Here were mockings and reproaches;and many other afflictions, to- 
gether with plundering and ſpoyling of goods:; and yet they were 
{o far frem being diſcouraged at theſe things, as that they did not 
only take them. patiently, but Jjoyfully : Why, what was the mat- 
ter that theſe Chriſtians were ſs joyful under their ſufferings , and 
ſo much ſupportedand encouraged under all. their afflitions? why 


this was the buſineſs : They knew in themſelves that in HEAVEN, 
they had a BETTER and an ENDURING Subftance ; They knew 


that though they were Loſers now, yet they ſhould be great Gainers 
in the Kingdom of Heaven ; They knew that there was a Reward 
laid up for them in Heaven, which would abundantly make them 
amends for all their lofſes. and ſufferings here ; They knew that 
their Portion in Heaven was unmoveable, and nothing: could ſpoyl 
that eternal Inheritance : Therefore they did not value-the loſs of 
atiy thing here below. ſo long as they had an intereſt in ſucha-Hea-. 
venly-enduring Subſtance. ._ . | © 
-See alſo-the:example of Mofes, where it is-notably laid down for 
our encouragement, under this very conſideration, Heb. 11. 24, 
25,26, Whowhin he was come to years, refuſed to be called the ſon of 
Pharoah's dawghter ; chaſing rather to ſuffer affiiftions with the People 
of God, than to-enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for aſeaſon, ( Mark ) He lefr 
and forſook-all the x kaſures of Pharoah's Court, and denyed the 
Princely promotion of Egypt, and made a voluntary choice of a 


ſuffering path, with deſpiſed People, rather than a pleaſant Paſture, 


with honourable Society E—_ Reproach of Chrift greater Ri= 
 ches than the Treaſures of Egypt; w 


and reproach, in a \uffering Witdernels, and accounted that the wi- 
- ſeſtchoice, and the greaieft happineſs. Why, what was the reaſon 
of all this > what was:the marter with Moſes, that he did ſo wil- 


fully chuſe to wffer aAlictions, when he migh: have en;oyed his plea- * 


fure; and content hinuelf with ſhame and reproach, 'when he might: 
have entoyed great honour and Gignt'y > Why here was ihe buſt-- 
fineſs: FOR { ſayes: the Text.) he bad refpett. unto 1be | RECOM- 
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en he might have en;oyed great - 
honour and dignity in the Court of a King, he- chaſed rather ſhame -- 
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PENCE of REWARD. He had ſuch's love to the Kingdom of Heze 
ven, that he did not value the Treaſures. of Egypt ; he had fich. ay 
eye to the Reward in heaven, that he did not matrer the pleaſures 
dn earth ; for he knew, and did believe: that all things ſhould work 
together for his good and great advantage:, and that he thould. be 
abundantly requited in this Heavenly Kingdom : Therefore {o long 
as he kept up his intereft there, he had more comfort in ſuffering 
afflictions, than he could have had in the enjoyment of all the 
world without it ; for the leaſt Branch of this Heavenly Happineſs, 
is better worth than all the pleaſures under the Sin 2 Therefore the 
confideration of this Heavenly Reward, &;d make big deny his 
earthly Glory and Dignity, and did mightily bear up his ſaul 11. the 
midtt of ſufferings. | CE AI TI OI GEN GE: 
Yea further, let me tell you ; this very:Conkderation Was a great 
ſupport every unto our Saviour Chiiſt kimfelf under-all; his- afflk» 
ions, and a great comfort to.himin all his ſufferings.; thexefore 
we are exhorted to conſider his example, and to.make him our pr 
tern in this very particular, Heb. 22. 2, 3. Where the Apoltte bids 
us, Look unta Feſwus the Author and fauſber of onr Fouthi : mbe for the 
TOY that mas [et before hins, endured the Criſs, aud deſpiſed the ſhame , 


. and 15 now ſet down at the right hand of the Thrane of Ged. ( Mark ) 


The-JOY that was ſet before him, and the Crown that was laid up 
for kim, was that which did exceedingly bear yp his Soul to endure 
the Croſs, and carry him forth to deſpiſe the Shame ; for he knew, 

that though he was attended with ſorrows here -on Barth, : yet there 


* was joy enough in Heaven to make him amends for all; And though 


he was now cloathed with ſhame and reproach , yet he ſhould 
ſhortly. be cloathed with Glory and Majeſty in his Fathers King 
dom ; | andfor his Croſs he ſhould receive a Heavenly Crown 
Therefore he willingly bore the Croſs, and patiently undexwent the 
Reproach, knowing that this Glorious Reward would largely re- 
quite him for all his- Troubles : Therefore ſayes the: Apoſtle ; Con- 
fider him that endured ſuch contradifiion of ſmnners againſt himſelf, leſt - 
ye be wearied, and faint in your minds,” When we are ſurrounded with 
Sorrow. , and compaſſed: about with Troubles, . let's remember oux 
Heavenly Poxtion, where we ſhall have fulneſs of joy and pleaſures 
far ever; and when we are attended with crofles and teveral cala- 
mities, then let's remember our Crown of Glory, reſerved for us.1n - 
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outFathiers Kingdom ;. Let-us in all things conſider thecxample : 
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NF — ff CorrouParoe far De/piſed Saintf, 55 
FF of eb Gain, Mov {ure to follow his ſteps ; and then we {ball 

ES. bee to partake of the ſame encouragement, and be. in abetter ca- 

paCity to Tun with patience the Race that is ſer before us. : 
Thus much for the third Zſe, by way of Encouragement. 

\ , But Fowr bly, by way of Exhoxtation ; this may ſerve to exhort us 

to three things : TY” £ | 

| _ Firſt, Seeing it is ſo, That the Lord hath ſo much tender love and 

-- reſpec for his People, as to provide and prepare a Kingdom for 

- them: Oh! then let us be PT ak to. increaſe and abound in our 

love one towards another 3 Let us be ſure to continue ſtedfaſt in »Y 

Brotherly Love, and to abound in Chriſtian charity one towards _ 

| * another, as. becataes the Ele of God ;- for if the Lord him- ” 

ſelfhave ſuch Bawels of Lave and AﬀeCtion for them, as to honour ; 

em witha Crown aud Kingdom ; how much more thould we have 

Bowels of. Love and afteion one towards another, for whom this 

- Kingdoms provided? And -if the Lord himſelf tender his People 

as the Apple of his Eye, and; count them worthy of Eternal Glo- 

-ry: Oh! how-may this engage us to. be tender one towards ano- 

| ther, and cqutit ane another worthy of teſpeR and love? yea, it 

yy engage us 10 mmanifeft abundance of tender love, and cordial 

aff:Qion, even; 0 the tneaneſt and pooreſt of the Lords People ; 
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yea,though they;be never ſo.contemptible in the eyesof the World, 
and never ſomean and low.ia their earthly ſtations, yet let us be 
tender towaxds them ,. and embrace themin loye, _ and letus ac- 
count them hongqurable, and eftgem them lovely ; for they are all 
Heirs of aGlorious Kingdom, and:they ate all the dearly Beloved - 
of the Lord ;; Therefore this may engage us tolove one another, 
and this may engage us to be exceeding careful of each others 
welfare : 'Therefoze ſayes the Apoſtle, 1 Joh. 4. 11. Beloved, if 
God ſo. loved us, how ought we zo lave one anecher? If the Lord himſelf 
hath ſa. much lave for us, as to-make;us bers of life and. glory ; how 
ſhould this enjoyn. us to endeavour.to exceed in our love one to- 
wards another, and to abound. our aff2&ions towards all Saints ? 
.|- Oh! cus take heed of (lighting and contemning one anocher, and. 
 lerus take heed of ſcorning and {letting at.nought, even-ihe very - 

pooreſt and meaneſt of "Gol Jewels : But ler alt.choke that truly : 
fear the Lotd, be dear and-precious to us though they are never ſ0: 
vie and ridiculovs-in the accountof che World ; forthey ate all.” 
lovely in the Gghc of God, and they are all pregious in 74.06 
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the Lord; and we ate all his Children by faith in Jeſus Chiiff;. | -  - 
therefore ler us live in unity and love like Brethren ; : Let us get - ©* 
and maintain an affe&ion ſuitable to our Spiritual Relation, and 
ſure to diſcharge a tender duty one towards another ; for we are all 
Children of one Father, and we are all fed trom one Fountain, 'and 
we all belong o one Family, and ye ate all Heirs to one Kingdom: 
Therefore let us take heed of dividing in our Love, and of diffe- 
rence in Aﬀe&ion; ſeeing we are all one in Spiritual Relation, and 
all concein'd in one Portion ; and ſeeing we are all travelling to- 
wards one Country, and all journying towards one Land : Oh! let 
us take heed that we do not quartel and fall out by the way ; but ra- 
ther letus like honeſt Travellers, love and pitty one another, and 
comfort and encourage one another ,-- and bear one anothers bur= 
den, and help one another forward in our progreſs towards Hea- 
yen; that ſo we may manifeſt our ſelves to be the Children of 
God, and the Diſciples of Chriſt, by oux love and affeRion one to- 
wards another ; and that we may make it appear to the world, that 
we are living Chriſtians, by our love to Chriſtians ; and that we are 
Born of God, by our love to his Begotten : for ſayes the Apoſtle, 
1 Joh, 3. 14. We know that we bave paſſed from Death to Life, be> 
cauſe we love the Brethren; for be that loveth not his Brother abideth in 
Death, ( Mark) He that hath not love and affeQion towards his 
Chriſtian Brethren, it is an evident fign taat he is in a ſtate of Death, 
and that he is-very unfit to ſtand as a Member in the Charch of 
'Chritt; for he is of no more uſe there, than a rotten Branchin a 
© fruitful Tree, or a wooden legg in a mans Body, which Rtands only 
| for anoutward ſhew, but hath no life in it to refreſh the-Body ; and 
if all the members of the Body ſhould be afflicted with grief, yet 
Rill that would feel no pain , nor would notat all be {ſenſible of - 
the Bodies ſufferings ; and the reaſon is, becauſe it's a dead mem- 
ber, and wants the life that maintains and feeds the Body:even ſo ir 
is With a profeſſed Chriſtian that wants love to his Brethren; he can 
hear of the aMfiiQions of his Brethren,and not at all be troubled;and 
he can underſtand that his Brethren are in great want'and mitery, 
and have no ſympathy nor fellow-feeling with them in their cond1- 
tion : and the reaſon is, becauſe heis a dead member, and wants 
that ſpiritual life that feeds and maintains the power of Godlineſs 
in the Soul ; for if he be acquainted with the Spiritual Birth, and 
if bis Soul be alive for God, he cannot be without love to his _ 
YEE Won ne, | - * thren, 
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xhren, Therefore fayes the ApoBiſe.in another; place: Beloved, ler 
36Jowe one another, far love 1s. of God; and exery one that loveth bis 
Brother is Bory of God, andis acquainted with the Lord, Therefore 
let this DoArine, of the Kingdam perſwade ys tocominue and a- 
bound in this Fruit of the. put ; and ſeging'we profeſs: our ſelves 
£0 be all Partners in ane Kingdom, let us he al}-Partners togeiber in 
Love and AﬀeRion. - * ' re FIEO err 

Thus much for the fuſt word of Exhortation, 
2 But again, anos TO OE Io BY Pee 

2, fit be ſq, that the Lord hath provided and prepared a. King- 
dom for his People, 2nd will one day, Crown them with-Eternal 
Glory :' Oh! then let us þe exhorted to bleſs and praife 4he Lord 
for bis goodneſs towaxds-us , and to ' magnifie his-Glorious Name 
for this 11S unſpeakable Love.Oh!che exceedingRiches of his:Grace 
in this very particular, doth mightily engage us to: celebrate his 
prain0he utmoſt of oux power, both-in wprd and. 4&ion : Oh ! 

vw. are we bound to {ct forthrhis.:Glory,. and to magnifie his Mer. 
Cy, and to ſpeak well.of hig. Goodneſs, ,for this his tender reſpe& 
to-his People; yea, all bis, Attributes tines and fhews themſelves 
beautifully the: AccAT 


gy! ae of; this, our greatand wonderful 
Priviledge, and loudly,calls.for a: nkful Retum at-our hands. Oh! 
how are we-engaged to the.Lordfor hjs/Gopdnefs 2,and how are we 
bound to praiſe him far his:rich Grace? To conſider; that we, even 
ſuch poor Creatures 28 we, even.wagn We Were in a loft periſhing 
Kate, 8 lay pollurggjn.our Blood,iyan undone Condition, that then 
| the Loxd ſhould vouchſafe to. caſt his Eye -ypon us, and pitry us,and 
Manifeſt his Love and Goodneſs ſo-far ynto oyr Souls, as to find out 


h— 
n . 


a Way for our Recovery, and to bring aboug aur Redemption by the - 


_  deathof his own San; and toputys intoa capacity of Salvation, 
. that we might, be hanquted with gene Adoption, and en- 
.abled to call. him Father, zhrough. faith 1n- his only.Begotren ; Thar 

. fowe mighthe pargakets of 3 Heavenly., Glorious, and Unmove- 
.able Kingdom.. Qh | what unſpeakable Love, Las mean Kind- 
.neſs1s this ? Oh! what rich Grace, and infinite Mercy is here ex- 
tended to our Souls > How do:we: Rand engaged to- the: Lord -for 
his infinite Goodneſs > Pay let's conſideribow. it is in-naturat Ca- 
_fes : If in caſe, that we were poor.and miſerable, .and.wanted relief 
and comfort for our outward Man, -and-cquld-nottell where, nor 
Which Way to-find any ſuccour; And now if a xich 
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fulneſsabdur him; ſFonlT'tdke* bur Condidot'into conſideration , 
and meerly out of Love andPitty towards us,ſhould hand forth Re- 
lief andComfort to us, and plentifully ſupply all our Wants,and put 
us.1nto a happy Condition; *aHd iftes Weis, make 

Rich Inheritance. 'Oh'! how ſhuld We be<ngazed to eſteem ſuch 
a Courteſie'as this? Arid-how Thould we be engaged to' prize ſuch” a 


wonderful Kindneſs 2 Oh ! how would this bind us to/acknowledge . 


his Love, and draiv forth'our hearts with thankfulneſs towards him? 
Or elſe, if we did not, almoſt -every on 
efides,' we ſhould even, give 
of his favour, and take our In- 


our Friend jult octafion to calt us ou 


his a 
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" A Glorious Portzon for Deſpiſed Saints, 59 
hope of fack a Heavenly Inheritance ; Therefore ſaith the Apoſtle Peul, Col. r, 
12, 13» We do net ceaſe 0 give thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meer 
20 de pertakers of. the Inberitancs of the Selnts in Light ; who hath delivered us 
fromthe pomer of Darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us into the Kingdom of his dear 
Soni. Oh! therefere letthe confiderarion of Mantras Portion dwell upon our 
hearts, and exceedingly draw'forth our fouts with thankfulneſs towards our Hea- 
venly Father and let usmightily* endeavour to ſer forth the Praiſe and Glory of 
him, who hath provided and prepared ſuch an Excellent Kingdom for his People: 
- - Thus much forthe ſecond word' of 'Exhortations - 
-  L ſhall now come to the Third and laſt word of Exhortation, and ſo concludes 
.: $.: Seeing che Lord hath provided and prepared ſuch a Glorious and Heavenly 
King Jom for his People 5-OhS then {er al? choſe that profeſſe an Intereft inthis 
Kingdoms walk wenthy of God;who hath calfed us ro ſuch a Glorious Inheritance : 
Letthecconſfideration f:mighrily us't0 a Holy, and a Heavenly Con- 
yerſation-'/Oh ? let us be ſure ro walk ſuitably and anſwerably ro fuch an Honou- 
rable and Heavenly Profeflion 3 as-becomes thoſe that are Heirs of a Kingdom» 
and as becomes rhoſethar have an Intereſt im ſuch an unſpeakable Portion : Oh! 
let's,confider whar a'Glorious Profefiion we bear,” and what a Heavenly work we 
are called:unco ; and let-us be ſure ro walk ſos as that we may honour our Profeſ- 
_ fon withal luitable' Converlation; and anſwer the end of our Heavenly Calling, 
by a cheerful cominuing inthe parhs of Holineſs Oh ! fetus take heed that our 
AdGiens do nor witneſs againft ourWords,and our Converſations give our Profeftion 
the lye.;. But as we bear a Heavenly Profefiion , ſo let us lead a Heavenly Conver- 
Aation 3 ntl ler usnot ſaffer our hearts and affeQtions ro run opt afrer the things 
of chis Lifſe;But if we beriſen with Chrift,let us ſeek thoſe things which are above, 
and>ſer our AﬀeRions there/ where we profeſs our Portion is ; and fer us manifeſt 
our ſelves ta be Heirs of this Kingdom, by our conftar;t continuing in the work of 
the Kingdom 3 and-let us not ſhame our ſelves, nor diſgrace-our Royal Profefiion 
with doring upon the beggerly- things of this World ; but Jer us make ic appear 
ro the World, that we are the Sons of. God, and Heirs of Heaven, by abounding 
in the fruits of the Spirit, and deyoring our ſelves to Heavenly things ; and let us 
take heed that we do not defile our ſelves with any of the works of Darkneſs, nor 
ain our Heavenly Reputation with wandring in the filthy paths of Iniquiry ; For 
we that profeſs our-ſelves ro be Heirs of this Glorious Kingdom, we muſt nor ex- 
ped to walk as other Gentiles walk, in the-vanity of their minds, and in the Iuſts of 
the fleſh ; (for if we do, we muſt expe to be rewarded accordingly) Bur we muſt 
if we expeQ a better Reward than others,exerciſe our ſelves ina better Work than 
others 3 and we muſt pur off our former Converſation, and caſt away the old Man 
with his deeds, which is corrupt, and be d ib che Spirir of our Minds, and 
put on the new Man,which after God is created, in Righteouſneſs & true Holineſs, 
thar ſo we may adorn our Princely Profeſsion, and walk worthy of the Vocation 
wherewith weare Called. For pray confuler » what at unſaicable thing ir would 
be for a Prince, or one that is Heir ro an Earthly Kingdom, to go up and down'in 
Begpers Apparel, and affociate himſelf with the meaneſt and baſeſt vf the Peo- 
ple, and expoſe himſelf to ſuch.a contemptible Courſe of 1ife, asto ſpend his rime 
in the works of drudgery and ſfaviſh employment, and take up his lodging (with 
Beggers) on a dunghil, or under a hedge; ind yer keep up his: Princely Proteſsions 
and proclaim himlelf ro be the Son of a Kings nd Heir io a Kirgdom 3 1 fay it 
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' ſhould we render our ſelves of: fuch a Glorious Inheritance + cantl-we ſhould ganlk 
the way of . Truth go be wigheily abuſed): bare felves:t0: be-no'bater 
. than Hypocrites : Therefore now 


Words and Adioos,redeeming the times becauſe tf 
rupt Communication procced-out of our mouths, nor 
in our lives, but rather ſet the appearance of: 
ro deny ungodlineſs and. warkdly luſts» _ o notes 
prone evil World; charfo we may: the Spe nd 
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